
	

	

Conservation Internships at Tacugama Chimpanzee Sanctuary 

Location: Tacugama Chimpanzee Sanctuary, Sierra Leon, West Africa 
Position: Outreach Internship 
Minimum stay required: 2 weeks but we have people staying up to six months! 
Experience: You do not need any prior experience but a demonstrable interest in wildlife and 
conservation is preferred. These positions are also suitable for interns looking to complete their BSc 
and MSc projects. 

Background 
Tacugama Chimpanzee Sanctuary (TCS) was established on 1995 by Mr Bala Amarasekaran. 
The initial (and still crucial) goal of the sanctuary was the rescue and protect western 
chimpanzees (Pan troglodytes verus) recently declared as Critically Endangered, meaning the 
species is extremely close to extinction. Since its establishment, TCS has rescued hundreds of 
chimpanzees and currently hosts a resident population of 123 individuals. 
 
Despite one priority focus of TCS being the care of the resident chimpanzees, in 2011 TCS 
established its own outreach department to begin addressing the cause leading to the high 
number of orphans at the sanctuary. Now, another one of TCS’ major and most critical 
objectives is the development of this department. The outreach program is responsible for 
conducting biodiversity and social research, as well as raising awareness and sensitizing local 
people, stakeholders, government officials and others, through media engagement and 
environmental education. 
 
Outreach Projects 
We currently have projects across Sierra Leone including Loma Mountains National Park, 
Outamba-Kilimi National Park, The Western Area Peninsular National Park as well as 
community forests. Examples of activities Outreach Interns may get involved with are: 
 

• Monitoring of wild Western chimpanzees through a variety of methods including 
setting camera traps, training biomonitoring teams across sites to assess the 
population status of chimpanzees at various sites. 



	

	

• Implementing Mama P and TKEEP environmental education programmes aimed at 
school children across Sierra Leone. 

• Surveying for the National Animal Campaign to help determine the impact of our 
awareness raising efforts with the focus on chimpanzees. 

• Behavioural monitoring of the sanctuary’s resident chimpanzees and contributing to 
welfare knowledge. 

• Assisting with activities for our Roots & Shoots clubs, an initiative started by Jane 
Goodall in Tanzania to encourage young people to protect their environment. 

Why Volunteer with Us 
• Gain real-life experience working in West Africa 
• Visit and work in remote communities and national park off the beaten track 
• Experience life in the forest alongside a dynamic international and national team 
• Broaden your horizons and harness new skills in Wildlife and Community-Based Conservation 

 
A position as an outreach intern would involve living in housing at the sanctuary with the 
possibility of camping at the project sites as required. Please refer to the fees and 
accommodations page for pricing. 
 
For more information please visit the TCS website: www.tacugama.com or contact us 
conservation@tacugama.com.  
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