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More than a Sanctuary

Dear friends and supporters of Tacugama,

As we enter the third quarter of the year, we are preparing ourselves for the rainy season,
which lasts from approximately May to September. Before this time, our outreach team
made as many visits to the field as possible, as the roads become impassable once the
rains start pouring.

We provided farmers with seeds and agricultural tools, enabling them to plant just before
the rainy season begins. Additionally, we have initiated new projects, such as Project
Sapling with funding agency DT Global, in which we have already planted 2,039 trees
tagged with QR codes and mapped using a drone! This is project that we are particularly
proud of, as it will have a significant impact on the area where the trees are planted,
Loma Mountains National Park.

One of the highlights this period was our appearance on French National television,
during prime time, featuring a special role for chimpanzee Chicha.  

However, there were also moments of sadness. We experienced the loss of young
chimpanzees Jackson and Lizzy, which brought us all great sorrow. 



In the same period two babies were rescued, Pitaya and Skippy. Our dedicated vet team
and care staff worked tirelessly to care for and treat them, while the rainy season also
brought a higher demand for medical attention for all chimps due to various conditions
caused by the inclement weather.

While writing this newsletter, our sanctuary has already experienced its first major
rainstorm, which affected the entire outdoor enclosure of chimpanzees Tom and Nico.
Fortunately, everyone remained unharmed, and our dedicated staff worked together to
restore the enclosure. We applaud their efforts and teamwork!

We hope you'll enjoy reading this newsletter, dear friends and followers, and we sincerely
thank you for your ongoing support and interest in our work.
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1. CHIMPANZEES

1.1. THE RESCUE OF PITAYA

On receipt, he was given 24-hour intensive care with intravenous fluids and other
supportive treatments. After days of treatment, he started eating on his own, taking milk,
and began to open his eyes with more regularity. We named him Pitaya after the village in
which he was found. 

He loves potato leaves, and has been eating a varied diet with vigor. He is full of
personality and loves to spend his days with Mama P! Unfortunately, Pitaya’s second
health check revealed a bacterial infection. He is now receiving the appropriate
treatment for it. 

Please consider to support Pitaya by donating 
one month of medication and vitamins by scanning the QR code. 
Many thanks for your support!

The vet team and care staff have been
working overtime in the past months. . 

They have gone the extra mile to care for two newly rescued babies, while also providing
extra vitamins and monitoring the health of all the other chimpanzees, now the rainy
season has started. A simple cold can have significant consequences for a chimpanzee
and can even be fatal for a baby. 

In the last days of April, we received a call
about an infant chimpanzee held in a home
in a village. When we arrived, he was
extremely malnourished, severely weak, and
in a critical condition. 



1.2. GONE TOO SOON: LIZZY & JACKSON

We suffered some tragic losses in April –
Lizzy, just 5 years old, and Jackson, only 8
years
old.

They were both gone too soon, and had a huge impact on our lives. Lizzy presented with
acute neurological deficits consistent with the Mystery Disease, despite our best efforts
at prevention and managing to pass a few years without seeing this disease appear. Lizzy
was immediately moved to the hospital and underwent 24-hour care with aggressive
medical intervention to treat all we know about this disease. She seemed to recover well
initially, and then became progressively worse, until requiring life support for many hours
until she passed. We are blessed to have been gifted with knowing Lizzy, with her spunky
personality, and we are grateful to have been able to do everything in our power to save
her. 

We are additionally grateful that Dr. Izzy Hirji was present to care for her, and in daily
consultation with our research team, as Dr. Izzy has been one of the lead members of the
active research team trying to solve this disease for the past 7 years. 

Jackson was a miracle child. He was so special from the day he arrived, one of the
gentlest most well-meaning chimps around. He loved playing with his “sister”, Jackie, who
arrived just a week before him. They grew up together until Jackson developed symptoms
consistent with the Mystery Disease and had to be hospitalized for months. Jackson’s
miracle was making a full recovery and being a survivor of this disease. He was
successfully re-introduced to the forest enclosure group and to Jackie, and was always
excited to greet his caregivers at meal time. 

In late April, Jackson went out for the day as usual, but 1 hour later was found dead as the
chimps started alarm calling that something was wrong. By the time we were able to
retrieve him from the group, he was long gone.

Post-mortem did not reveal any obvious causes, so we await further analysis to know
what happened to our dear Jackson. Both Lizzy and Jackson will be dearly missed, and
will live on in our hearts forever. It truly breaks our hearts to lose such young, vibrant,
innocent chimps. 



1.3. PREPARING FOR THE RAINY SEASON

1.4. THE RESCUE OF SKIPPY

He knew about Tacugama and decided to give her a chimp life and not as a pet in a house.
She was very underweight and had serious infected wounds on her legs caused by ropes
that she was tied to.

Now, only 1 month later, Skippy accepted her new diet and is gaining weight. On her first
health check she was tested positive on Salmonella, but she is a good patient and always
takes her medicine. She will remain in quarantine until we finish all her health checks.

Please consider a donation for the care of our latest rescues 
by scanning the QR code. 
Many thanks for your support! 

Some necessary maintenance has been
underway prior to the rainy season.
Climates here are harsh and can wreak
havoc on our facilities. 

We have been replacing roofing, trimming foliage around the enclosures, doing cement
work in the dens, welding and replacing some caging, and replacing fence poles and wires
to ensure the chimp facilities are protected for the rainy season. We also repainted and
did a thorough deep cleaning of our veterinary facilities! 

Unfortunately, one of the first rainstorm completely destroyed the outdoor enclosure of
Tom and Nico. Huge tree branches fell on the electric fences and covered the whole area.
It took several days to get all the branches out and repair the fences. One week later the
two boys were able to enjoy their enclosure again. 

In May another baby chimpanzee arrived at
our sanctuary. Her name is Skippy. She was
brought by a citizen who claimed he got her
from a friend who bought her at a market. 



1.5. FOREST SCHOOL

Whenever they can, our care staff take the
young ones, who are not yet integrated in a
group, to forest school.

In the forest the young orphans learn how to climb and forage in their natural
environment. Under the watchful eyes of the surrogate mums. It is great to see that they
are getting more confident to explore their surroundings.

1.6. SEASONAL SICKNESS

The rainy season started earlier this year.
Heavy rains and some storms touch the
ground in the camp and bring seasonal flu to
the Chimps.

Group B and Old C members show coughing and “running nose” symptoms. But they got
better quickly with extra care, more ginger Tea, and vitamin C shots. The weather also
caused a skin infection outbreak in our quarantine area. It started with Lahai and spread
to several other babies. The humidity level during this season is high, which creates the
perfect environment for fungus to grow. To stop further dissemination the young ones
will stay in the quarantine area, until all of them are fully recovered. 

For only 30 USD we can buy medicines and vitamins for 1 month for 1 chimp. Will you
help us through this rainy season? 

Scan the QR code. Many thank you for your support!



2. EVENTS & VISTORS

In April, May and June, next to our Yoga
Retreat and famous Curry Night, we
organized several events, gatherings, and
visits in and around the sanctuary. 

During the rainy season, these activities come to a halt, along with the income they
generate, which is crucial for funding the sanctuary.

2.1. THE BIG HELP OUT

On the coronation day of HM King Charles
III, we hosted the staff of British High
Commission, including the High
Commissioner. 

They helped a full day at our sanctuary, preparing seedlings for the Commonwealth
Canopy with our Roots and Shoots team and making enrichment for the chimpanzees.
They wrapped up the day with a football match with our Roots and Shoots Football Team
FC Lion Pride!

2.2. SPECIAL VISITS

More than 80 staff members from the US
Embassy spend a whole day at the
sanctuary.
We also organized special open days for
Fouray Bay College Students as well as for
Limkokwing University. 

More than 200 students attended, enjoying the sanctuary and learning about the wider
work of Tacugama. As a result of these visits, both institutions have established an
ongoing relationship with Tacugama staff now participating in course development.



Book your special day at Tacugama 
We are happy to host groups, organizations and schools at our sanctuary. We offer half
or full day programs including several activities, lunch and dinner. Please contact us for
more information via info@tacugama.com.

And don’t forget to follow us on Facebook or Instagram by clicking on the relevant icon
at the bottom of this newsletter. That way you stay in the loop of all our events like our
Bird and Breakfast on demand, our Yoga retreats as well as all our other activities. 

If you would like to stay in one of our forest ecolodges, 
just scan the QR code and book your stay today!

2.3. TOUR DE LUNSAR

Cheered on by the Tacugama team the race winners received a Bruno chimp toy. 

You too can buy a Bruno chimp toy which will 
be gifted to a child here in Sierra Leone. 

Our national animal was present during the
Tour de Lunsar, the biggest international
bicycle race in West Africa. 



3. CONSERVATION & OUTREACH

3.1. PROJECT SAPLING

PLEASE FIND OUR DETAILED REPORT OF ALL OUR 
OUTREACH PROJECTS BY SCANNING THE QR CODE!

Everything we do starts with the chimps and
transitions into wildlife conservation,
research, environmental protection,
advocacy, law enforcement, community
preservation, and education and ecotourism
development initiatives.

In May, Tacugama alongside funding agency
DT Global, Crown Agents, UAVAID, FCDO,
the National Protected Area Authority and
the Ministry of Environment engaged in a
novel tree planting technique at Mansonia
Village in the buffer zone of the Loma
Mountains National Park.

A total of 2,039 trees were tagged with QR codes, planted in an orderly fashion, scanned
with a personalized smartphone application and mapped with a drone - all in one day!

'Project Sapling' aims to use drone-based remote sensing and data management
technologies to verify and monitor reforestation programs in the country to increase
investor confidence in the carbon-market in said reforested areas. If proved successful,
Project Sapling will scale up to 1 Million Trees planted in the next few years.




Scan the QR code to watch a short video about Project Sapling.



3.2. PARTICIPATORY MAPPING (OKKPS)

Due to the abundance of endangered species there, including the West African
chimpanzee and African forest elephant, the Outamba-Kilimi region is a top priority for
conservation. 

One of the activities of the project is to create maps of community territories inside the
park in conjunction with said communities. The purpose of this activity is to understand
the communities’ perception of their boundaries and how this impacts the protected
area. Results of this activity will help inform future management plans of the National
Park and landscape as a whole. 

To this end we held a working session at our Freetown Office on community
participatory mapping methods. After the working visit, the project team went with the
National Protected Area Authority to the village of Yembere to map the boundaries of
the village. The limits of the community were decided by elders and youth, and elders
who were familiar with their own regions led the team. The satellite image was used to
determine GPS locations, while Avanza mapping software and Kobo collect were used to
gather land use information. 

In addition to the mapping, we also started the planting activities in 10 communities as
part of the livelihood support package. Seeds that were distributed included groundnut,
rice, and maize. Wild Chimpanzee Foundation’s livelihood expert assisted the team in
Sierra Leone to train and participate in these planting activities. 
 

The Outamba-Kilimi and Kuru Hills in Sierra
Leone and Pinselli, Soyah, and Sabouyah in
Guinea are the focus of the cross-border
OKKPS project, which is supported by the
European Union and aims to manage,
conserve, and protect natural resources. 



3.3. BEEHIVES (OKKPS)

3.4. ROOTS & SHOOTS

We will continue to work and establish Roots & Shoots groups for the next 1- year
starting from this month of June 2023. 

To this end, our field officer Noah Conteh and two interns went to the Fourah Bay
College biological science department in June, to discuss about the possibility of
creating the first university Roots & Shoots group in Sierra Leone. FBC agreed to review
the project with their department head and gave the team confidence that it will be
successful. We look forward to developing this initiative further! 

Wish to know more about the Roots & Shoots program? 
Scan the QR code.

In celebration of World Environment Day,
OKKPS - in collaboration with Wild
Chimpanzee Foundation and the National
Protected Area Authority, has set 60
beehives between four communities within
the Sierra Leone landscape.

We can’t wait to see the results of this initiative to help support community
empowerment - and, of course, promote and help the bees in the landscape which keep
our environments protected.

We are happy to announce renewed funding
from Bioparco di Sicilia and Fondazione
Arca to support the implementation of
Roots & Shoots activities in Sierra Leone.



3.5. ACTION FOR CHIMPANZEES

Also, in June, in association with Royal
Entertainment, we began working on
scripting and filming a new 5-part series
about wildlife trafficking.

The intention of this series is to raise awareness and sensitize the local public and law
enforcement officials on the critical importance and socio-economic benefits of
protecting Sierra Leone’s National Animal - the chimpanzee -, whilst simultaneously
exposing the shadow world of illicit wildlife trafficking and consequences of committing
wildlife crime. The series also aims to inspire action of ways the public can contribute to
mitigate said trafficking. 

The first episode of the series will be funded by the United States Department’s Bureau
of International Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs through the Pan African
Sanctuary Alliance (PASA). 

3.6. ECOLODGES IN JAIBUI

The final maintenance tasks are expected to be completed after the rainy season so that
we can do a test-run with tourists before officially starting this new venture! 

The ecolodges are located in Kambama, a small village across from the island. Once this
ecotourism venture is well set up, the initiative will generate significant economic
benefits for the surrounding communities. Of course we'll let you know when these
lodges are open for bookings in our ecolodge program!

Jaibui is a significant bio diversity hotspot that we have been working in for over 8 years.
Our monitoring and camera traps have resulted in the identification of Western
Chimpanzees, the almost mythical and highly endangered Pygmy Hippos, Maxwell
Duikers, several monkey species and other diverse wildlife. 

June also marked the completion of the
construction of two Tacugama ecolodges in
Jaibui!



In June, our team visited Jaibui Island to recruit two new bio monitors, Abdulrahman
Sheriff and Ibrahim Kallon. Training sessions were conducted to enhance the bio
monitors' knowledge, including mobile applications, species identification, and camera
setup. Moving forward, Jaibui Island will have 4 biomonitors conducting regular patrols
across the island located in the Pujehun District.

This is possible thanks to a contribution from Walter Zoo. Walter Zoo has been
supporting the sanctuary and care for the chimpanzees, and has renewed its support
this year with an extension towards the protection of Jaibui Island.

3.7. CAMERA TRAPS IN LOMA MOUNTAINS

With the ongoing support from US Fish and
Wildlife Services, 5 NPAA rangers, 23 bio
monitors, 10 volunteers and our field staff
visited Konombaia village in Loma
Mountains National Park twice.

One time to conduct maintenance of the 50 camera traps, which were set in February
2023. All field officers received a refresher’s training on SMART data collection and the
use of camera traps. In June we went back to retrieve the camera traps. Despite the
rains, the teams were committed to the job and able to retrieve all camera’s and
successfully complete the job at hand. 

We will now spend the rainy season to analyze all of the camera trap footage.



4. MEDIA & FUNDRAISING

4.1. TACUGAMA GOES FRENCH

Jackson was also one of the ambassadors, and all guardians of Jackson have now
automatically become guardians of his best friend, Jackie. None of the guardians have
revoked their guardianship, and for this, we are immensely grateful, as the guardianship
program holds tremendous value for us. It provides us with a steady income to care for
the chimpanzees and offers us the opportunity to share more about the animals and the
work at the sanctuary.

Please consider to become also a guardian of Jackie 
in Jackson's memory by scanning the QR code

The TV item featured Mama P, Chicha and Pitaya - who had just been rescued at the time
- as well as our ranger Emmanuel, who spoke about the challenges of protecting the
national park where Tacugama is located. 

Scan the QR code and watch the TF1 video. 

We are incredibly grateful for the kind words
and donations we have received for the
initial care of the two newly rescued babies,
Pitaya and Skippy, as well as the
overwhelming attention and support
following the passing of Jackson.

In April, a wonderful segment aired on
French National television (TF1).



4.2. ARTICLES IN THE TIMES AND
WANDERLUST

4.3. NEW IN OUR WEBSHOP: DONATE FOR
MEDICATION & VITAMINS

Therefore, we provide them with extra vitamins and warm ginger tea every day. The
humidity also causes a lot of skin infections, that we have to treat.

Many thanks for your support by donating medication and vitamins
by scanning the QR code!

To read the articles please scan the QR codes.

You'll find Tacugama in the 'For wildlife encounters' section in the Wanderlust article.
In The Times article scroll down to number 2. to read the Tacugama section.

Two honorable mentions in international
magazines this quarter that will further
increase our visibility worldwide.

A simple cold has a significant impact on a
chimpanzee and can even be fatal for a
baby. The rainy season started early this
year, and many chimps already have snotty
noses. 



5. THANK YOU!

A special thanks to:

PASA Primates, who funded a new generator, to provide the whole sanctuary and lodges
with power.

Wim Façee Schaeffer from The Netherlands, who donated a camera, so we can take
better quality footage for all our media purposes.

BioParco di Sicilia and Fondazione Arca Onlus Foundation for their renewed support of
our Roots & Shoots clubs.

Wildlife vets Dr. Izzy Hirji and Dr. Andrea Pizarro for stepping in to care for the chimps in
May and June and training our new wildlife vet Dr. Alejandro Striedinger Cardona.
Welcome Alejandro!

During April, we said goodbye to our previous education volunteer, Lea, who concluded
her 3-month stay with us. Thank you, Lea for helping our team develop more educational
materials and come up with new ideas to improve Tacugama’s education and
conservation efforts!

In June Dan and Gemma, our previous education and media volunteer (respectively),
finished their three-month stay with us in June.
Dan, thank you for assisting our team in building their capability and for contributing
fresh insights to advance Tacugama's educational and conservation initiatives! We hope
this experience will stay with you and wish you luck as you move forward in your career.
However, if you ever want to come back – you are highly welcome!
Gemma, we also greatly appreciated your assistance with media and communications,
and documentation of all facets of Tacugama's work. To you we say ‘see you soon’, in
November 2023. We look forward to working with you for 1-year documenting TCS work
and achievements.

We would like to thank all our followers,
supporters and guardians for their
continued support. 



In June, the team also welcomed Dr. Rosa Garriga – Tacugama’s Research Manager – who
came to assist the team with consultancy work, organizing research data, and deploying
camera traps. She also brought a number of ideas for strengthening the research team's
capabilities. 

Welcome  Ana Lucia Vasquez Tobar for joining our communication & marketing team also
in June.

We are always welcoming motivated volunteers to join our team. 
Please scan the QR code to learn more about our volunteer program.



5.1. SPECIAL REQUEST

We need drones for effective monitoring and surveillance of wildlife and protected
areas, as drones provide aerial views and real-time data, enabling us to detect illegal
activities such as poaching, deforestation, and encroachment. Drones also enhance
ranger safety by reducing the need for ground patrols in dangerous or inaccessible
terrains.
If you are able and willing to help us buy a new one, we would be forever grateful. 

Please consider a donation for a new drone by scanning the QR code. 

Or contact us at info@tacugama.com if you would like to donate a drone or discuss ideas
to set up your local dedicated fundraiser. Please also note that you need to obtain an
import license from SLCAA before entering Sierra Leone with a drone.

We lost our only drone in Western
Peninsular National Park, after it was taken
out of the sky by a vulture!

mailto:info@tacugama.com?subject=Drone


5.2. ALL PARTNERS & SPONSORS

And of course a big thank you to all our sponsors and partners who
support Tacugama in being more than a chimpanzee sanctuary!



info@tacugama.com

PO Box 469, Freetown, Sierra Leone

CONTACT & FOLLOW US

+232 31 777 777

www.tacugama.com


