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BUILDING OF A SECONDARY SCHOOL

Tacugama is collaborating with Sunday Foundation to build a secondary school
in Mansonia Axis – one of the larger villages surrounding the LMNP.

At the moment, there is no secondary school in Mansonia or in any of the nearby communities,
meaning that once children reach the age to go to secondary school they are unable to continue
their education. By assisting in the building of a new school we are able to lend a helping hand to
younger generations so they can have brighter prospects for the future.

During September, the building of the school progressed well. In fact, two of our coordinators
began distributing uniforms to the first set of pupils and teachers!

Distribution of uniforms to the first set of pupils

School construction progress



During September, the rangers around the WAPNP continued to focus the majority of their
attention on monitoring the site that was recently affected by large amounts of brushing and
deforestation. Community people had been entering into the protected area and cutting down
trees in order to clear land to sell and later construct houses. In this way, extensive data
collection of wildlife was put on hold, moreover due to heavy rains that were falling because of
it being the rainy season.

Nevertheless, along with the rest of the outreach team, the rangers collected a camera trap
that had been in the field for a total of 3 months from set up to final collection.

Trap images revealed exciting footage on different species, including brush-tailed porcupines,
pangolins, mongoose, white-necked rockfowl, sooty mangabeys and western chimpanzees. The
team is now working on a report to summarize and understand the footage collected.
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Video still of a white-necked rockfowl

Video still of a brush-tailed porcupine

Video still of a duiker

Video still of a pangolinVideo still of chimpanzees



SORBENGI OYSTER PROJECT, MOYAMBA DISTRICT
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Sorbengi is a fishing ground community located in the southern part of Sierra Leone.

Tacugama’s outreach program has been supporting 40 oyster harvesters in the Sorbengi

community, of which 98% of the harvesters are women! TCOP’s main element of support was

supplying the oyster harvesters with local tools to harvester the oysters sustainably without

destroying the roots of the mangroves.

Currently, Tacugama and the Sorbengi community are preparing to begin a new venture - to

add the Sorbengi village and its amazing array of wildlife in the region, including manatees,

Timneh parrots and chimpanzees, to the eco-tourism map.

As part of reviewing the work done with the community over the past few years, two TCOP

field officers participating in the project, Konkofa & Esther, took part in the first evaluation

efforts. We examined the goals of the project, as well as our expectations and those of the

community. We have highlighted the points should be preserved and those that need to be

improved. Thanks to the team's feedback, which are our eyes and ears on the ground, we can

make sure that our projects are constantly improving and serve the communities well. We will

be visiting Sorbengi in November and collecting their views on the project. Stay tuned!

Sorbengi is a fishing ground community, where the 
women engage in oyster harvesting 

Esther, one of TCOP’s field officers, gets knees deep 
working at the Sorbengi Project!



TONKOLILI CHIMPANZEE PROJECT, TONKOLILI DISTRICT
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We have began a new outreach project with Dr. Andrew

Halloran from the Tonkolili Chimpanzee Project and Save the

Chimps. We will be working with 5 communities in the Tonkolili

district, mainly with livelihood support in exchange for the

communities’ commitment to protecting the forest and the

chimpanzees.

On the 28th September, the outreach team visited the 5

communities in Tonkolili, to get to know the area, the people

and their concerns. After the visit, the team has decided our

main interventions – that will benefit the people – will be to

introduce TKEEP (Tacugama Kids' Environmental Education

Program) into the schools; and distribute different seeds to the

farmers in the communities whilst monitoring their agricultural

grounds and practices.

Andrew Halloran is the director 
of chimpanzee care at Save the 
Chimps in Fort Pierce, Florida. 

Andrew has spent the past 20 
years working to improve and 
save the lives of chimpanzees -
not only chimps in captivity in 

the U.S. with, but also wild 
chimps living in Sierra Leone.

We will also be helping the community eco-guards with

training on how to collect wildlife and human data, and

to encourage them to continue the other research

methods they have used thus far to investigate the

wild chimpanzees in the area.

TCOP Team visited a new school in Tonkolili. They were 
happy to receive us!

Introducing the TKEEP manual to teachers



CHIMPANZEE NATIONAL ANIMAL AWARENESS AND PROTECTION CAMPAIGN 

(CNAAPC)
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We are excited to tell you that we have

partnered up with GLOBIO (a media and

communications company from the US focused

on environmental awareness and the

connection of species, people and plant) who

will be helping us develop a comprehensive

strategic plan for our National Animal

Campaign. As a first step, we have renamed the

campaign to the Chimpanzee National Animal

Awareness and Protection Campaign. However,

whilst that plan is still taking shape, we were

able to conduct some more chimp toy-hand

outs. A big thank you to donors supporting this

campaign – we are so grateful, and you all put

some beautiful smiles on some beautiful faces!

The kids we engaged were happy to receive chimp toys!

COMMUNICATIONS & MEDIA

A big thank you for those of you supporting our Toy 
for Kids Campaign ! 

TCOP team went to Capital Radio (FM104.9) to engage in a 1hour

program. The aim of the radio session was to discuss Tacugama’s

outreach work at the Loma Mountains National Park. The officers

also took the opportunity to appeal to all Sierra Leoneans, the

Government and the National Protected Area Authority (NPAA) to

help Tacugama in protecting Sierra Leone’s National Animal, the

Western Chimpanzee.

British council and Freetown media centre had been working on a

short documentary project under 5 different themes (Forest

protection, sand mining, waste management, land degradation,

flood mitigation ) to be shown at COP26 in the U.K. We were

fortunate to be selected and Tacugama’s work is captured under

“SL’s national animal in environmental protection”. Movies were

premiered at the British High Commissioner’s residence with

many dignitaries and government ministers and officials.

Bockarie and Alfred from the 
outreach team, talked Chimp 

matters on Capitol Radio

The next round of Toy for Kids is coming up soon!

https://globio.org/
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.

HEALTH CHECKS

Chicken (female, 3yo) was due her second health check the third week of September, but
unfortunately she got very sick by mid-September. Chicken began with fever and apathy, she
needed to be sedated in order for her to be examined and treated. The vet team took samples
and X- rays. The check-up showed a respiratory infection which was treated accordingly with an
intensive treatment. Fortunately even after the first day of medication she seemed much better
and by the end of the treatment regime she was herself again.

Camila (female, 7 months old) and Charlie (male, 6 months old) undertook their second medical
health checks and received vaccine boosters as part of the quarantine protocol, the results of
the checks were unremarkable, showing that Camila and Charlie are growing and having a
normal development for their age, such as the eruption of their premolars.

Lungi (male, 3 yo) underwent
his third (and last) medical
health check during his
quarantine period. He received
his tetanus and polio vaccine
boosters and we were happy
to see that he gained some
weight (550g) from his last
sedation.

QUARANTINE AREA:

INTEGRATIONS
In late August we received the good news from Lakka Government
Hospital’s lab about Leo’s (male, 3.5 yo) condition: he has been
discharged and is free from tuberculosis. So in early September, we
started his integration with Chicken (female, 4 yo) during which
brief sessions of supervised interaction were carried out. Even
though Leo was a bit rough with Chicken, there is potential for a
nice friendship. Unfortunately, the integration process has been
stopped in the meantime due to some hiccups in the process
including maintenance of Leo´s enclosure and some GI diseases
that both of them, Leo and Chicken, acquired a few weeks ago.
Nevertheless, the integration will resume in October and hopefully
Leo and Chicken will create a friendship that will last forever.

Lungi

Leo’s TB discharge card! 
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COLD OUTBREAK

Camila and Charlie appeared healthy
from their checkups, but a couple of
days later they both succumbed to
the cold outbreak that initiated in the
nursery area. Lungi (male, 3 yo), MJ
(male, 3,5 yo) and Leo got sick as well
and had to take anticold medicine.
Camila and Charlie both had to
receive nebulization therapy,
decongestant medication and
antibiotics.

However probably because Camila is
the smallest and skinniest one, her
immune system is also weaker and
she developed severe respiratory
signs. She had to receive IV
treatment (antibiotic and fluids) for
several days. Thankfully, due to the
prompt response from our veterinary
team and the love and tender care of
Mama P, Camila has fully recovered.

Mama P taking care of Charlie and Camila in the quarantine. 
In this picture Mama P took out the infants so they can get 
sun exposure which is important for vitamin D activation 
which in turn helps fixation of the calcium to the bones. 

Technical Note
Integrations are a delicate process and can take a 
long time. They should not be rushed, otherwise 

the individuals can become traumatized and 
potentially good relationships can be spoiled. 

NURSERY

INTEGRATIONS

Ferenkeh (female 4,5yo), Solo Jr (male
3yo), Brown (male 3.5yo) and Lazar
Ceasar (male 3.5yo) have been slowly
undergoing an integration process with
the big group of babies in the nursery
area. They have gradually met different
members of the group and have finally
been released with the big group in the
enclosure during the days. At nights, they
are still sleeping separately because they
still don’t feel comfortable enough.

Ferenkeh (L) with Lazar Caesar (R)
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NURSERY

COLD OUTBREAK

During the month of September due to cold and rainy nights (and
sometimes days as well) we dealt with a cold outbreak in the
nursery area and some of the babies got really sick. Ferenkeh
(female 4,5yo) and Pizarro (male 3 yo) had to be sedated in early
and mid-September respectively, so the vet team could perform
diagnostic tests like thoracic X- rays and receive intensive
treatment (IV fluids, injectable antibiotic therapy, amino acids,
anti-inflammatory medication, etc.). Thankfully, with continuous
medication and care they improved and are now fully recovered.

ADULTS

INTEGRATIONS

Mama Molly and Milo spent a good amount of time on their own inside, allowing Milo to grow
and be in good shape for the outdoor conditions. After slow introductions with some members
of the group carried out in late August, Molly and Milo were finally out in the enclosure with
the whole group. There was a commotion in the group and suddenly Molly was the most
popular chimp but it was very tiring for her so at the beginning she took some resting periods
inside the dens. Nowadays she is very well integrated with her group and she even manages to
get food, and do some impressive stunts balancing Milo and the food!

Mama Molly in the outdoor enclosure eating and sitting on a pole with Milo on her belly.

Ferenkeh outdoors
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HEALTH CHECKS

Tompay (female 13yo) had been presenting considerable
sexual swelling since June and although her implant
replacement was due next year, we decided to sedate her
in order to rule out pregnancy or any other condition. The
vet team performed a medical check, took samples and
performed abdominal ultrasound and were relieved to find
out that she was not pregnant. In addition, we replaced
her contraceptive implant just in case the current one was
not working correctly anymore, which probably was the
case. A few days after the implant replacement her
swelling started to decrease, as did the fights among the
males in her group. This fights are thought to be related to
the interest in copulating with the fertile female.

IMPLANT REPLACEMENTS

Two resident females received their implant
replacement this month as well. Marion (female 16
yo) from High Sec group and Salleh (female 20 yo)
from Old C group. Both were put under anesthesia
and underwent a complete health check and sample
taking. Their health status was adequate although
Salleh was found to be underweight. The blood
results of both females showed no relevant
alterations. Salleh is receiving vitamins now and a
more calorific diet to help her gain some weight
during the rest of the cold rainy season.

Tompay in her health check. In this 
picture the head of the care staff, 

Morie, is helping Dr. Karina Flores who 
is checking Tompay’s ears

Technical Note
Sexual swelling in females corresponds to the enlarged area of the genital region that is 

associated to their fertility status. The more swelling a female presents, the closer she is to the 
fertile period. Males often compete with each other for females with more prominent swellings. 

Technical Note
During the rainy season in Sierra Leone, especially in the rainforest mountains, there are many 

humid and cold days/nights, with different animals coping differently to the weather. 
Sometimes the animals present respiratory diseases (as we saw in many of the chimps in the 

nursery and quarantine area this month), but sometimes animals will decrease their body 
condition because they will use more energy to keep warm. Even though our resident chimps 

receive a variety of fruits, vegetables and protein sources, in some cases external factors 
(environmental conditions) may increase their dietary requirements (like Salleh). 

Marion recovering from anaesthesia.



Page 12 TACUGAMA MONTHLY REPORT 09/2021

VETERINARY

More than a Chimpanzee Sanctuary…

POST-ESCAPE INJURY MANAGEMENT “KOUZE”

Follow up on Kouze (Male, 17 yo) “the escape artist”. After receiving a week of intensive care,
Kouze had to be sedated in order to return him to his usual den and put some new stitches in
his finger, since he pulled the first ones out. His wounds were cleaned and he recovered
uneventfully from the anesthetic procedure. He had a period of low appetite and he lost some
weight despite the variety of ingredients offered. Fortunately, that phase was brief and Kouze
has responded well to the treatment that the caregivers and the vet team have given to him. He
has been a good patient and has taken his respective medicines: analgesics, antibiotics,
vitamins, probiotics, etc. Soon he will be discharged and ready to be reintegrated with his group
to go out to the enclosure again.

She was here in Tacugama
advising on social integrations of
some of our groups of resident
chimps and giving personalized
and professional advice to our
keepers regarding animal
handling. Additionally, she shared
some cases of social integrations
among diverse groups of
chimpanzees and gave some talks
about animal- keeper interactions
and gave a refresher training
about standards of animal care
that PASA sanctuaries aim for.

CAPACITY BUILDING

During September we were very
fortunate to receive Lee Ann
Rottman here at Tacugama,
thanks to PASA (Pan African
Sanctuary Alliance) for
sponsoring her trip. Lee Ann has
30 years of experience in animal
management and chimpanzee
behaviour, she is an elected
member of Chimpanzee Species
Survival Plan Management
Group and an advisor/instructor
for PASA.

Ibrahim Kaloko (care staff member) holding his PASA certificate 
post training with Lee Ann Rottman.

Lee Ann Rottman in a training session to our care staff.
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Given the fact that we received new staff
members, Dr. Karina gave a talk about the
Sanctuary’s origins, its mission and what we
do here so our new staff get to know all the
aspects that are related to their every day
work and how it helps in much more ways
than what they could imagine.

Furthermore, chimpanzees (like other animal)s
spend an important amount of time foraging for
food. Therefore, in the enrichment we use some
foraging devices that allow us to offer food
ingredients in a way that the resident chimps will
spend a good amount of their time trying to get
said items and use different skills to obtain
them. Here are some examples of foraging
devices used this month in the big and small
resident chimpanzees.

Chimpanzees are very intelligent, nevertheless
whilst they are growing they should receive
mental stimulation – especially infants. By
providing them safe objects to interact with, we
can help improve their physical and mental skills
through play.

Resident vet – Dr Karina – doing a presentation for carestaff

ENRICHMENT

Infant chimpanzees in the nursery area exploring 
and playing with footballs.

MJ (male 3yo, quarantine area) with a cardboard 
structure with holes containing food..

Plastic bottles with fruit flavoured juice and 
pasta treats.

Brushes with treats (peanuts and corn flakes) 
between the bristles.



CHIMPANZEES NUTRITION SUMMARY
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Body Condition Score

Malnourished 1/5

Underweight 2/5

Ideal 3/5

Overweight 4/5

Obese 5/5  

Summary of the amount of food given to the 105 resident chimpanzees during September

Breakdown of the body condition 
scores of the 105 chimpanzees

The score, out of 5, for each type of body 
condition

The chimpanzees with a non-ideal body score, i.e. 
Underweight or Overweight

TCS BODY CONDITION 

(n=105)

Malnourished 0

Underweight 9

Ideal 94

Overweight 2

Obese 0

More than a Chimpanzee Sanctuary…

Underweight

Lungi M Quarantine

Camila F Quarantine

Solo Jr M Nursery

Brown M Nursery

Flavour M Nursery

Lazar Caesar M Nursery

Monko F A Group

Sarah F B Group

Kouze M High Sec

Overweight

Solo Jr M Nursery

Sarah F Group B
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This month we were happy to welcome to new members to the carestaff team: Mohamed
Yokie and Victor B Enash.

Mohamed is 27 years old and used to 
work in the construction area. He is very 

grateful to work here because he can 
provide money for his family (specially for 

his wife and for his 3 year old son) while 
also helping the animals of his country. He 

likes football, going to church and 
spending time with his family.

Victor is 42 years old and used to be a 
builder. Among his favourite things are 
football and African food like rice and beans. 
He also likes to dedicate time to religious 
activities and to spend time with his family. 
He says that he wants to be part of the 
history showing that people in Africa are 
taking care of their wildlife.

Towards the end of September, our previous resident
vet – Dr. Alejandra Romero – finished her time at the
sanctuary. Tacugama is extremely grateful for Dr.
Alejandra’s contribution and dedication towards
protecting endangered western chimpanzees! She
always ensured to keep up-to-date with recent
research and literature to improve her own veterinary
skills. Despite never having worked with chimpanzees
before joining the Tacugama team, she surely has left
with a tremendous amount of experience and
knowledge of these animals. Thank you Alejandra – we
wish you all the best in your future steps towards a
certainly promising career.

Also in September we said good-bye to long-term volunteer Sarah, who was a volunteer
helping in the veterinary area. She assisted the vet team with preparing food and enrichment
for the chimpanzees, as well as assisting in some aspects of the medical procedures. Thank
you Sarah! We also welcomed two new volunteers: Leeon Boujo – who has joined Tacugama’s
outreach team to help with our community work; and Nuria Rubio – an MSc researcher who
will be studying the chimpanzees’ behaviour and personality.

If you want to volunteer with us check out: https://www.tacugama.com/volunteer/

STAFF

Dr. Alejandra finished her time at Tacugama

https://www.tacugama.com/volunteer/
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ECO-TOURISM

Upcoming events include the 2nd part of a “Mindfulness for Stress Course in Retreat Format”
hosted by Julia Emes. The next part will be hosted on the 30th-31st of October.
Additionally, we will be celebrating Halloween with a special movie taking us back to the 90s:
The Addams Family! Before the end of October, we will also re-begin our Birds & Breakfast
Sessions.

We can’t wait to see you!

TACUGAMA IS OPEN AGAIN FOR VISITORS! The beginning of September was a happy 
one as we officially re-opened for visitors. 

We had the pleasure of hosting new British High Commissioner, Lisa Chesney. She was happy
with what she saw and learnt at Tacugama, and we are looking forward to many visits and
collaborations towards our conservation efforts! We also welcomed the new Irish
Ambassador to Sierra Leone, Claire Buckley, and her family who paid a visit to the sanctuary.

This month we also found a new special friend in famous footballer playing both in Sierra
Leone’s national team and in Sweden, Crespo Kamara. Crespo has a lot of passion to do good!
We enjoyed his company and looking forward to grow this relationship. Jointly with Crespo,
we were excited to host a cultural aerobic dance work one weekend, lead by instructor
Martha. We had a fun filled morning and we can’t wait to organize the next session!

Cultural aerobic dance class

The new Irish AmbassadorThe new British High Commissioner

Footballer, Crespo Kamara
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DONATIONS:

To all friends of Tacugama – THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! Thank you to all the people
and organizations who supported us when we were closed for visitors: PASA, Walter Zoo,
ASP, Max Planck, Zoos SA. Also thank you to Evelyn Castle, Lisa Nardi Girgenti, Kate Kigudde
for your generous contributions. We are grateful to all our supporters across the world who
donated during this time through merchandise, guardianships and more. Big or small: Every
Penny Counts!

Additionally, we want to say another HUGE THANK YOU to all of our supporters for Giving
Day for Apes. Our campaign was a success and we surpassed our target of 30,000 USD. Your
support will enable us to not only continue to care for the chimps at Tacugama, but also
safeguard their home in the wild at Loma Mountains National Park.

Additionally, we are grateful to City Supermarket in Freetown for their support with
carboard, containers and plastic bottles to keep on with our enrichment program.

You can still support us! If you donate just $60 you can become a guardian for one of the

ambassador resident chimpanzees at Tacugama. You can see the ambassador profiles here.
Once subscribed you will get a monthly update by email for a whole year!

TACUGAMA NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT:

Tom is one of 13 ambassador chimps that are part of the Guardianship Program

https://givingdayforapes.mightycause.com/organization/Tacugama-Chimpanzee-Sanctuary




www.tacugama.com

A Big Thank you to all our Sponsors and Partners 
who assist Tacugama in being more than a 

chimpanzee sanctuary! 

http://www.tacugama.com/


www.tacugama.com

You’re just a click away from more regular updates
Check out our Facebook page, Instagram accounts (Sanctuary and 

Outreach), as well as our Twitter page to stay in the loop about 
everything Tacugama!

@tacugama @tacugama @tacugamacop @tacugama

@salonechimps @salone4chimps @salone4chimps

http://www.tacugama.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Tacugama
https://www.instagram.com/tacugama/
https://www.instagram.com/tacugamacop/
https://twitter.com/Tacugama?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100069317256856
https://www.instagram.com/salone4chimps/
https://twitter.com/salone4chimps?lang=en

