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Tonkolili Chimpanzee Project
On the 30th November, the TCOP team went to Tonkolili District to visit the five communities
involved in the Tonkolili Chimpanzee Project, first set up by Dr. Andrew Halloran. Tacugama is
now collaborating on this project to further help protect the wild chimpanzees in the area and
provide the communities with additional livelihood support.
Our latest trip served to begin the livelihood support component:
1) introducing Tacugama’s Kids Environmental Education Program in 3 primary schools, beginning
with a teacher training and;
2) Providing funds to cover the costs of a tractor to plough their farming land in early 2022.
In addition, the team conducted interviews to the farmers in the communities to fully
understand their financial situation at the beginning of the intervention. This way we can
monitor changes as we move forward. We also interviewed the current patrol technicians so we
can plan a schedule that boosts their research efforts. We look forward to welcoming Dr. Andrew
back to Sierra Leone in February so we can undertake a trip to the communities together!

Village in Tonkolili

Tacugama's Environmental Education
Workbook

The team also conducted a questionnaire
with the kids

Teacher training
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Loma Mountains National Park (LMNP), Koinadugu and Falaba Districts:
During November, the TCOP team visited LMNP once more with GLOBIO and World Hope
International. This 10-day visit served to reconnect with the communities as Tacugama's founder
and director, Mr. Bala Amarasekaran, was also able to join the team and say hello to the
northern faces! The community people and TCS eco-guards put on a lot of cultural performances
for this special occasion. In addition, GLOBIO, a modern media organization that is one
Tacugama's project partners, was able to document the trip. World Hope International came
along too to do some preliminary surveys regarding how the communities obtain fresh water,
with a view to facilitate water gain in the communities in the future. Watch this space for more
developments!
The work with the eco-guards continues and we are beginning to receive a lot of patrol data that
is wired through Whatsapp back to the Tacugama Office in Freetown. These are exciting times as
we improve our patrol data collection system across Sierra Leone!

One of the communities we work with in
LMNP area

Pre-feasibility studies by World Hope
International

Building of a Secondary School
As the building of a secondary school in Mansonia approaches a close, with only small details to
wrap it up, during the trip we were able to supply the school with solar panels, generously
donated by GIZ/EnDev. We thank Sunday Foundation for their collaboration on building the
much needed school in one of Loma's biggest villages surrounding the national park with the
highest density of Western chimpanzees anywhere in West Africa.

Some of the solar panels donate to the schools
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Chimpanzee National Animal Awareness & Protection Campaign
Our National Animal Campaign continues! Although we only aim to begin the campaign
implementation in January 2022, we are still doing a lot of work in preparation. This month the
outreach team continued interviewing the population of Freetown to gain insights into their
knowledge about the chimpanzee in Sierra Leone. We also conducted a series of focus groups at
schools to understand students’ perceptions and thus tailor education interventions accordingly.
For instance, many students commented that they felt scared of chimpanzees. This means we
will try and create materials, e.g. posters, that show that chimpanzees are caring and emotional

Exercise: draw a chimp

School focus group

School focus group

Towards the end of the month Tacugama hosted a Happy Hour at the Atlantic Lumley Hotel,
Freetown. This event served to introduce stakeholders to the new campaign. The evening began
with a video screening by our project partner GLOBIO, followed by a short presentation showing
how Chimpanzee Conservation can be of interested to all attendees (from land security to
personal hygiene and one health), a talk by GLOBIO’s program director, Megan Stark, and
another by Tacugama’s director, Bala Amarasekaran. The highlight of the evening was a fashion
show prepared by Isatu Harrison, founder of IZELIA, who explained to the audience the link
between chimps and fashion (empowering women in rural communities to prepare and dye
clothing materials, instead of engaging in other livelihoods that can damage the forest and its
wildlife, that are bought and used by IZELIA).
We would like to thank everyone who accepted our invitation to attend the event, with a special
thanks to Atlantic Lumley Hotel and Fry Fry Media for doing a live coverage of the event! We
hope to be able to collaborate with all of you to raise awareness of the chimpanzee as the
National Animal of Sierra Leone and new face of tourism.
Stay tuned for exciting developments regarding this campaign, especially our special Chimp
Week in March 2022!
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Happy hour at the Atlantic Lumley Hotel

Presentation

Founder of Tacugama: Bala Amarasekaran

Happy hour event

Isatu Harrison presenting her line of designs
inspired in Tacugama for her brand IZELIA

The event was kickstarted a 3 years campaign with the aim of
engaging Sierra Leone population in the protection of their
National Animal
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Roots & Shoots
November was aimed at sensitizing the football club about pollution, its consequences and waste
management. TCOP conducted a series of activities throughout the month around these topics.
One activity was discussing the visible and invisible consequences of pollution by showing the
football team different pollution-related images. Another activity was to ask the team to match
different objects to their natural time to decompose. Did you know it takes 1 million years for
glass to decompose naturally!?
We also introduced the team to the concept of the 3Rs. The footballers were presented with a
common problem in their community (too many water plastics) and in different teams they had to
discuss how to solve it according to each one of the 3Rs – reduce, reuse and recycle.

Lion Pride Roots&Shoots
group

Footballers engaged in
our activities

Western Area Peninsula National Park (WAPNP)
Our capacity building sessions with the rangers patrolling the Tacugama Reserve in the Western
Area Peninsula National Park continues. During November we conducted two:
1) served to introduce the rangers to a variety of common birds and their calls;
2) another served to show the rangers the camera trap footage collected earlier in the year and
help them identify the different species present in the park.
We were also able to supply the rangers with new walking boots – a big thank you to Thin Green
Line Foundation for their support!

New boots!!
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Sustainable oyster harvesting with the women of Sorbenghi
November saw the final visit and closing report of a year’s work with the women oyster
farmers of Sorbenghi, supported by Irish Aid, in the coastal mangrove zone of Moyamba
District, some 100km in a straight line from Freetown, but an adventure of tracks and a boat
trip for our team.

Location of Sorbenghi village, inside the mangrove
The project’s goal of changing oyster harvesting practices, to avoid damage to mangrove roots,
was successful. It is unclear so far whether this can give any added value to oyster sales. Links
to more affluent markets in Freetown or tourist markets elsewhere may be needed.

The indirect activity most appreciated by the community, when we came to the final
evaluation, was the provision of their first freshwater well and latrines; the former removing
the need to buy drinking water and likely improving public health. A message that will take a
longer time to see benefits was that of ecotourism and specifically wildlife tourism. The area
has high potential, especially for Timneh Parrot, a West African endemic and globally
Endangered species for which the mangrove may be a key habitat. We plan more work to
develop ecotourism and perhaps expand the oyster harvesting methods to adjoining villages.

Oyster Harvesting
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Outamba-Kilimi National Park (OKNP), Bombali District
This month the team also went to OKNP to launch the 3-year project beginning with Wild
Chimpanzee Foundation, funded by the European Union. The team was honoured to be part of
an inauguration service with the Sierra Leonean locals living in and around the national park.
We were able to tell them about the project and how we will be working with them in the
future to protect the wildlife and environment of the area. Indeed, Tacugama is confident that
despite the EU project lasting only 3 years, that we will continue to work with the communities,
eco-guards, NPAA and more for many more years to come!
This project will include wildlife and environmental investigations, socio-economic research as
well as agricultural livelihood support and environmental education. Stay tuned during the next
few months as this exciting project begins to gain shape and momentum!

Launching of the 3-years project in OKNP

Outamba-Kilimi National Park

Pan African Sanctuary Alliance (PASA) Action for Chimpanzees
INL grant
November saw the start of a new project with our regular
partner, PASA, as the Sierra Leone organisation for a multicountry initiative to reduce Chimpanzee trade.
The work will further support our bio monitors in improving
detection of wildlife crime and communicating evidence, but
also involves some novel technologies. Hair samples from our
sanctuary Chimpanzees will be analysed to detect, from
regional variation in DNA, their origin, to help identify hotspots
of Chimpanzee capture. There will also be an extensive
programme of training and educating in law enforcement at
high levels.
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VETERINARY
QUARANTINE AREA:
INTEGRATIONS
In early November integration of Chicken (female, 3yo), MJ (male, 3,5 yo) and Lungi (male, 3 yo)
began. It entailed the introduction of the three of them through the mesh of the enclosure. In
the beginning MJ and Lungi were being very rough with Chicken but not aggressive though.

MJ and Lungi
As days passed by the team decided to put them all together since they had been interacting
nicely through the mesh. However, Lungi was very fearful and MJ was giving him support, even
if that meant sometimes being rude with Chicken. The team decided to put MJ and Chicken
together in short sessions for a couple days (not possible to do for many days since it was very
hard to separate MJ and Lungi). MJ and Chicken got along very well, they were playing nicely
and gave Lungi the opportunity to see how they were interacting. After these sessions the three
of them continued interacting through the mesh of the enclosure for the rest of the month. The
team is hopeful that Lungi will accept Chicken soon so that the three of them can form a group.
COMMON COLD OCCURRENCE
Chicken (female, 3yo), MJ (male, 3,5 yo) and Lungi (male, 3 yo) got sick on early November but
fortunately this time the cold signs did not last long and they recovered approximately after
one week.
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VETERINARY
HEALTH CHECKS

Charlie during his last quarantine health
check
The swollen appearance of the eyelids in both infants is due to the inoculation of the PPD
substances as part of the tuberculin skin test
Camila recovering from anesthesia

In early November Camila (female 9mo) and Charlie (male 9mo) underwent their third and last
health check. They were tested for the second time for tuberculosis (intradermal skin test), faecal
examination was carried out to look for parasites and they received their booster vaccines
against tetanus and polio.
Technical note: The Intradermal Tuberculin Skin test (TST) is a recommended method of
monitoring tuberculosis in primates and it involves the injection of bovine and avian purified
proteins into the skin of the eyelid. The animals need to be observed under good lighting for
inflammatory reactions in the site of injection at 24, 48 and 72 hours post inoculation. PASA
indicates that primates undergoing a quarantine period should get the TST at least twice with a
minimum time of 6 weeks in between.
Charlie presented signs of anaphylactic shock after finishing with his health check, the vet team
believes it was due to an adverse reaction to a medication that he received. The team worked
promptly and gave emergency care to Charlie which fortunately responded favourably and later
on that day was stable.
Technical note: Anaphylactic shock is a severe allergic reaction that can be deadly if not treated
immediately. Certain substances including food, insects saliva, some medications can cause in
some individuals an overreaction of the immune system generating a full body reaction in an
attempt of the body to defend itself from these substances.
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VETERINARY
Diarrhoea episode
By late November, one morning Camila presented abdominal discomfort and diarrhoea. She
received supportive treatment but the condition worsened, she was becoming weak, she did
not want to drink ORS and her anogenital region was very irritated due to the diarrhoea. The
vet team had to intervene with intensive treatment including IV fluids. Thankfully Camila
recovered promptly and now she is eating normally and is very active as usual. An osmotic
diarrhoea is suspected in this case since resolution of symptoms were accomplished with
palliative care including diet management and probiotics. Since Charlie and Camila are starting
to eat more food items, it's possible that she could’ve not digested properly some ingredients
offered.
Technical Note: Osmotic diarrhoea occurs when too much water is drawn to the bowel, usually
secondary to the ingestion of some nutrients that cannot be fully absorbed, remaining in the
intestinal space and pulling water in as a consequence.

NURSERY
COMMON COLD OCCURRENCE
By mid-November some of the infants in the nursery area were coughing, sneezing and with
runny nose. This episode did not affect everyone and was less severe than that of the
previous month. As the rainy season comes to its end, temperatures have not been that low
in the nights and humidity has mildly decreased, predisposing less to respiratory ailments.
INTEGRATIONS
Leo (male 4 yo) and Jackson (male, 6.1 yo) were put together hoping to get Leo a friend and
start the integration process so he can be included in the big nursery group. It was a good
choice, they hugged each other since the beginning and Jackson was like a big brother to Leo,
playing with him and helping him have fun as a chimp. They spent a few days in sessions
gradually lasting longer until finally they spent the night together. After this, Leo got to know
Sophie (female 5.8yo), Solo (male 3 yo) and Rocco (male 4.8yo) through the mesh of his
enclosure. Sophie immediately hugged him so he is going to be introduced with her soon. The
team will continue with gradual introductions with Leo and other members of the group while
he gradually socialises more with chimpanzees as he is still very much bonded to humans.

Leo
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VETERINARY
ADULTS
The team detected various skin lesions in some individuals of “A Group” and after visual
inspection the vet team decided to start treatment in those chimpanzees for dermatophytosis.
After a couple of weeks of treatment the appearance of the lesions seem to have improved but
they will still need to receive medication for some time.

Technical note: Dermatophytosis refers to a fungal infection of the superficial layers of the skin,
is contagious and it is usually favoured by moist conditions. Since the rainy season is not over
yet, the humidity is still high and some infections like this one can still be common in the
chimpanzees.
INFANTS IN “A” GROUP
UPDATE ON MUS’ BABY
Mus (female 10yo) who gave birth earlier in October has been in the company of Molly (female
10yo) who has a baby of her own as well. The team treats both moms with delicious fruit in the
mornings and they are both receiving special multivitamins to help them during the lactating
period. Finally the team has been able to see the sex of Mus’ baby and found out that is a male!
The team thought that it was time to start presenting Mus’ baby to the rest of the group but
this had been postponed due to some skin infection in various members of that group. Mus’
baby has not yet a name, soon we will ask for your help to name him. Please keep an eye on our
social media and our next report to get to know how you can participate.
MILO (Male, 4mo)
This cold season has not finished and this time baby Milo got common cold with runny nose
and sneezes. Fortunately he got better soon without any complication after treatment through
medication of his mum Molly.
IMPLANT REPLACEMENTS
This month Tigo (female 10yo) from Gorilla’s group received her contraceptive implant
replacement. The vet team did a complete health check that included blood sampling and a
regular tuberculosis skin test.
The results of the complete blood count showed very low numbers of a type of white cells
(immune system cells) called neutrophils so the vet team decided to sedate Tigo again and
collect blood sample in order to corroborate if the anomaly persisted and to monitor the trend
in the numbers of those cells. Fortunately this time her numbers were within the reference
ranges reported for the species, so it is thought that the first results were affected by a lab
artefact.
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VETERINARY

Dr. Karina and Dr. Izzy performing an electrocardiogram on Tigo with a
portable device as part of her health check

Tigo under sedation while the vet team collected blood samples for
follow up

Technical note: Artefacts are errors or distortions in the results due to equipment or
techniques used. Abnormal lab results sometimes can be due to error collecting the samples,
handling, storing or processing the samples. Anticoagulant amount and temperature of
storage of the blood specimens have reported to have an effect in the amount of white blood
cells counted by the lab equipment.
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CAPACITY BUILDING
Changes begin at home, so this month our deputy
conservation manager, Naomi Anderson, shared
very important information with our staff
regarding waste management. Sharing this with
the team helps keep in mind that is essential to
have a proper hygiene when handling residues,
helps remind the correct separation of solids and
reduce the waste whenever possible taking into
account that many objects take several years to
decompose.
Dr Izzy Hirji, resident vet during 2016-17 and
advisor from the African Sanctuary Alliance
(PASA), visited us during November supporting
work in all departments and he gave a talk to the
care staff about environmental enrichment and its
importance in the daily care of the chimpanzees.

Dr. Tobias Gräble from the Max Planck Institute came for a few days
during late November. He came to collect some samples and to train
our vet team in post mortem examination, sample collection,
sample storage, sample packaging and shipping.

ANIMAL WELFARE
ENRICHMENT
Some of the enclosures (especially the non-forested ones) have foraging devices to promote
normal behaviours like searching and acquisition of food. In the wild, chimpanzees spend most
of their time foraging.

Technical note: The stimulation of natural behaviours in the individuals is one
of the many objectives of environmental enrichment.
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CHIMPANZEES NUTRITION SUMMARY

NUTRITION AND BODY CONDITION SCORE IN OCTOBER
BCS

Score

Malnourished

1/5

Underweight

2/5

Ideal

3/5

Overweight

4/5

Obese

5

The score, out of 5, for each type of body condition

TCS BODY CONDITION (n=105)

Malnourished

0

Underweight

2

Ideal

102

Overweight

2

Obese

0

Breakdown of the body condition scores of the 106 chimpanzees
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CHIMPANZEES NUTRITION SUMMARY

UNDERWEIGHT

OVERWEIGHT

NAME

SEX

GROUP

Camila

Female

Quarantine

Solo

Male

Nursery

Jerry

Female

B Group

Jessica

Female

New C

Chimpanzees with a non-ideal body score, i.e. Underweight or
Overweight.

DONATIONS
We are really thankful to MSF for its donation of ORS and special
nutritional supplement that is being used specially in the Nursery
and Quarantine areas with the infants.
Tacugama appreciates PASA for the medications and supplies
donated.

Tacugama is grateful for the lab supplies donated by Max Planck´s
Brain Project.

TACUGAMA thanks you for your help and support !!!!!!!

We are continuously grateful with City Supermarket for their support with cardboard,
containers to keep on with our enrichment programme.
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ECO-TOURISM
During the month of November, 371 people visited the sanctuary on our daily sanctuary tour.
Out of those, 62% were Sierra Leoneans visitors coming to witness their National Animal, the
Chimpanzee.
November was a very successful month with different fundraising events to cover the care of
the 106 resident chimps.
5.11 Wine and Jazz Night
We had the pleasure of having Solo’s Beats and his band playing at Tacugama’s Forest once
again. Solo’s Beat, Iyabode and Christobert James Laundeh performed original and covers of
Afrocentric Jazz while people were enjoying South African Wine and home cooked dinner.
Among other Original songs the band also played Jungle Heart, on which they wrote for
Tacugama Chimpanzee Sanctuary. We also had an opportunity to listen to poetry written and
read by S’pongo.

Solo's Beats and band playing at Tacugama
20/21.11 Yoga Fest
A per Tacugama’s Yoga fest tradition, the best of Salone’s yoga teachers led different yoga
sessions across a magical weekend: Sivananda Beginners with Mariama, Hatha flow with
Rima, and a Classical Hatha Yoga class with Madhu.
In addition to the Yoga sessions, during this fest, we also offered a Breathing and Pranayama:
Understanding the Science of Breathing with Madhu.
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ECO-TOURISM

Our traditional yoga fest and forest retreat

Stretching arms and legs feels even better
in the forest

We also had the opportunity to experience a group life coaching session on stress management
with Life Coach Montaha Hijazi. In the sessions, she discussed stress and its impact on both
physical and mental health, tips on how to manage stress, and introduced new breathing
techniques that will calm the body and help during severe stress, fear, or anxiety.
We would like to thank our Freetown supporters for attending these events, with their
presence they helped us fundraise for the yearly care of the chimps.
25.11 Pre-feasibility study at the sanctuary
Following the approval by the Cabinet for the Commencement of the Tourism and Wildlife
component, the Ministry of Tourism, National Tourism Board, National Protected Area Authority
and the Conservation Society Sierra Leone commenced a Pre-Feasibility Study on the
enhancement of National Parks for Touristic purposes and included Tacugama in this study. The
different stakeholders visited the sanctuary and reviewed the different tourism activities offered
at the sanctuary. We also jointly discussed the important collaboration needed between all
stakeholders to protect SL Face of tourism, the chimpanzee.

Members of the Pre-feasibility Study taking a tour of the
sanctuary
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TACUGAMA NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT
In line with the upcoming festive season we have been working on our webshop and we
thought we could launch it with a special campaign. Now you can support our cause wherever
you are in the world!!

Christmas season is coming and what better way of celebrating than spreading love and
support around you and us. Surprise your loved ones with a unique gift and support our work
all in the same process.
With your help we can continue to care for our 107 resident chimps, as well as our outreach
and education programs. Take a look at our unique products on sale now!
Get an original T-shirt, our own King Bruno Book, get a toy for a kid in Mama Salone or become
a guardian to our of our ambassadors. For any of these you can click here
If you need more information don’t hesitate to contact us at info@tacugama.com

We are grateful to all of you for your support – Thank You and Merry Merry Christmas!!!

Stay tuned! We are working on more exciting projects and campaigns and we will
keep you in the loop. As always :-)
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A Big Thank you to all our Sponsors and
Partners who assist Tacugama in being
more than a chimpanzee sanctuary!

www.tacugama.com

@tacugama

@tacugama

@salonechimps

@tacugamacop

@salone4chimps

@tacugama

@salone4chimps

You’re just a click away from more regular updates
Check out our Facebook page, Instagram accounts (Sanctuary and
Outreach), as well as our Twitter page to stay in the loop about
everything Tacugama!

www.tacugama.com

