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BUILDING OF A SECONDARY SCHOOL

The school construction in Mansonia
is progressing well and the kids can’t 
wait to get in! A big Thank you to 
Sunday Foundation for the timely 
intervention and collaboration with 
Tacugama to educate these forest 
edge communities in protecting the 
LMNP. 

refreshers training course for all 21 eco-guards
working with Tacugama to record signs of
wildlife and human activity around the park.
Additionally, during the next trip the team will
also hand out livelihood support to the 21
communities working with Tacugama. By
providing livelihood support to communities
living close to important nature spots, we can
attempt to mitigate the community's
dependence on the natural resources and/or
wildlife around. In this case we plan to
distribute different seeds to the communities.

During August, the Tacugama Community
Outreach Program visited LMNP with a filming
crew, Aljazeera, so they could document the
park that holds the highest concentration of
wild Western chimpanzees anywhere in West
and Central Africa, whilst simultaneously
filming the tough conditions our outreach team
goes through to protect the wildlife in the park
(see more on page 4).

During August, TCOP visited LMNP with a news crewTCOP is also getting ready for the next LMNP
visit with great excitement! Thanks to Turing
Foundation we will carry out a bio-monitoring

Soon we will begin distributing 
uniforms to the school children, 
so watch this space!

The construction of the secondary school is almost finished!



August was a challenging month for the
rangers protecting the Tacugama Reserve
within the Western Area Peninsula National
Pak. Despite the area being classified as a
protected area, people still attempt to
encroach into the park and brush away large
areas of the forest – either to build
accommodation, to clear the area for
plantations or to use the natural resources
e.g. wood to fuel fires, plants for medicine,
etc. This month we encountered a high rate of
brushing occurring near the Bathurst axis,
which lead to our rangers patrolling this area
almost all the time. However, our manpower
is somewhat small, so we had to involve the
Government for their assistance in tackling
these crimes. Only if the Government of Sierra
Leone is on board to help us monitor and
penalize those encroaching, will said
encroachers’ attitude change!

Fortunately, Tacugama received a visit from
the Ministry of the Environment, Ministry of
Lands and Ministry of Water Resources
whereby our team showed them the brushing
site and explained the dire consequences of
this situation and the need for change. Not
only does brushing and destroying the forest
have great consequences for the threatened
wildlife living in the park, but it will also have
impacts for the ground itself – a serious and
worrying problem! By removing trees, the soil
of the ground becomes unstable due to the
lack of roots holding everything firmly in place
that can lead to landslides.

Thankfully, after the Ministries visit, two more
security guards have been deployed to
Tacugama to help monitor the area and the
encroachment has subsided (for now!).
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The Ministry of Environment, Ministry of Lands and 
Ministry of Water Resources visited Tacugama during 
August to assess the brushing  happening around the 

sanctuary

Brushing in the Western Area Peninsula National Park 



NATIONAL ANIMAL CAMPAIGN (NAC)
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Part of our National Animal Campaign involves gifting toys to children

In recent weeks, we began an on-going sub-

campaign part of the National Animal

Campaign called Toy for Kids. Our mission is

to reach younger audiences by directly gifting

them with a stuffed chimpanzee toy and try

and change negative perceptions towards

chimpanzees, into positive ones!

Additionally, when venturing into

communities to carry out the toy-hand outs

we have the opportunity to engage and

sensitize a larger number of adults who

gather around out of interest. In these

moments, our TCOP officers inform everyone

about the chimpanzee, its status as the

National Animal, that it is illegal to kill them

or keep them as pets, and what they should

do upon seeing one of these situations.

What’s more, we are able to put rewarding

smiles on young Salone faces! A big thank

you to everyone who has donated towards

this campaign so far (Only 30USD per toy),

we and the campaign kids are so grateful!

A big thank you for those of you supporting our 
Toy for Kids Campaign ! 



COMMUNICATIONS & MEDIA

Page 06 TACUGAMA MONTHLY REPORT 08/2021

More than a Chimpanzee Sanctuary…

Tacugama continued to sensitize a greater audience by featuring in a variety of media. 

Recently, a scientific article was also published featuring Mr. Bala Amarasekaran – founder and

After visiting Tacugama Chimpanzee

Sanctuary during August and going

on a trip to Loma Mountains

National Park with the sanctuary’s

outreach team, AlJazeera English

published a video entitled “Sierra

Leoneans race to save endangered

chimpanzees”, with the following

description “Conservationists in

Sierra Leone are racing to save the

largest known concentration of an

endangered species of chimpanzee. They want to plant millions of trees with the help of the

government to reforest the animals’ habitat in the northeastern Loma Mountains. But as Al

Jazeera’s Ahmed Idris reports, it may be too little, too late.” You can watch the full and

informative news piece HERE!

Tacugama was also on Radio Democracy during August. You can

hear the whole interview in Kriol, by clicking on the speaker sign.

The interviewers present Tacugama and the sanctuary’s work as

well as the recent struggles we have faced with encroachment

within the Western Area Peninsula National Park.

In addition, this month Tacugama was featured on BBC News here with a

written article entitled “Sierra Leone's chimpanzees: The newlyweds who set up

a sanctuary”.

program director of Tacugama. The

article discusses a “major

conservation challenge”: how to

assess the potential future effects

of climate and land use changes on

species distributions. You can read

the full article here.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=txUuf8JN9TQ
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-58303790
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/ddi.13358


Camila

Page 07 TACUGAMA MONTHLY REPORT 08/2021

VETERINARY

More than a Chimpanzee Sanctuary…

.

Charlie

QUARANTINE AREA: NEW ARRIVALS

Unfortunately, the hunting of chimpanzees continues in Sierra Leone which resulted in
Tacugama receiving three new infants during August.

Camila (Female, 6 months old) is an adorable chimpanzee who loves to play with her fingers,
explore and bite her companion, Charlie. Her first health check revealed an abscess on the right
elbow most likely due to a blow. A further radiographic study showed no complications in the
elbow joint, so the purulent discharge was drained, and she was given antibiotics.

Charlie (Male, 6 months old) is a calm and sleepy chimpanzee who can be quite nervous. His
distal phalanx of the ring finger on the left hand had been amputated, and upon arrival he had
diarrhea. The vet team found some strongyloides egg in his feacal sample, so he was given a
deworming treatment and his stools improved.

Both Camila and Charlie arrived at the sanctuary with signs of flu, sneezing, runny nose and
cough, however they are improving. Thanks to the love and care of Mama P, they are also
beginning to eat a larger variety of foods in addition to their milk.

Chicken (Female, 4 y.o) also arrived in July when she was willingly handed over to the
sanctuary. Chicken had been living in a family home for the last 3 years. She is a docile and
playful chimpanzee, who arrived in a very good health condition.

Chicken

Camila’s Abcess (L) and Charlie’s amputated finger (R)
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Leo (Male, 3,5 y.o) arrived at the sanctuary in December 2020 and was diagnosed with
Tuberculosis - a disease caused by a bacterium Mycobacterium tuberculosis. For the last 6
months he has been on a strict medical treatment with three antibiotics and vitamin B6. This
month the veterinary team performed his third tracheal wash sample that was processed under
Xpert MTB/RIF. This test is characterised as nucleic acid amplification test for the diagnosis of
tuberculosis. The results came out negative, and his blood tests revealed no complications.

During August, the vet team carried out
Lungi’s (Male, 3 yo) second health check. He
presented episodes of diarrhea with blood,
that when analysed under the microscope
revealed the presence of the protozoa
Balantidium spp. He was given a deworming
treatment with antibiotics and probiotics
which lead to a favourable response.

Lungi is still a nervous infant who is spending
his time with MJ. Although he likes papaya,
potatoes leaves, bananas and grapefruit, he is
still refusing to drink milk. Some infants at the
sanctuary take time to develop their skills –

Lungi

Technical Note
The full course of tetanus vaccination includes 3 injections, usually given in the quarantine 
period (90) days, one shot per month, then given every 10 years. Tetanus immune globulin 
contains antibodies that prevent and protect against tetanus, a serious disease caused by 

Clostridium tetani bacteria.

MJ

this is associated with their previous life history. Due to a traumatic past, the orphan chimps
generate a great distrust towards people, new companions and dietary ingredients.

MJ (Male, 3,5 y.o) finished his quarantine period. His last health check showed that he had
gained weight, no longer had ringworm on his skin, and received his last dose of tetanus vaccine.

MEDICAL PROCEDURES

Due to temperature changes and the rainy season in Sierra Leone, with windy nights and an
average wind chill of 19°C, the infants started to have a runny nose, a dry cough and sneezes.
Therefore, as a preventive measure, oral vitamin C and anti-flu treatment was started. In
addition, infants with coughing episodes were managed with NaCl respiratory therapy to reduce
nasal congestion, and to strengthen and restore lung function.
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In chimpanzees, sexual maturity is reached between 9-10 years of age for
females, and between 11-12 years of age for males. The hormonal change
generated by this circumstance causes a natural increase in estrogen in
females and testosterone in males. The menstrual cycle of the females
lasts for 36-days, during which there are peaks of swelling in the
urogenital area that attracts males.

Alpha males tend to implement strategies such as monopolising
copulation by means of mate guarding behaviour to prevent females from
copulating with other males. Those that engage in the guarding behaviour
can perform sexual displays that include breaking branches, emitting
different vocalizations and fighting with other males.

MEDICAL PROCEDURES

MENSTRUAL CYCLE AND CONTRACEPTION 

IMPLANT REPLACEMENT

Two females from the New C group, Chica
(Female, 16 y.o) and Jessica (Female, 13 y.o),
were placed under anaesthesia, during which
a full health check was carried out. The vet
team found they are both in an adequate
health status, have a good weight, and their
blood results came back without
complications.

The procedure for the implant replacement
was successful and is now due to be replaced
in 30 months.

Mimi (Female, 21 y.o), from Old C group, presented a sexual swelling grade of two that had a
linear lesion in the urogenital region on the left side. This was probably caused by Jazzy (Male,
20 y.o) one of the alpha males of the group.

Technical Note
Contraception is an important method of population control for great apes in semi-captivity. 
One form of contraception is the contraceptive implant which is placed under the skin of the 

upper arm – they are reversible and have a prolonged action. It is implemented for pregnancy 
control as captive facilities often have limited space and, in some places, it avoids the existence 

of animals that cannot be adequately cared for. 

Mimi’s sexual swelling with a lesion

Chica under anaesthesia
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Kouze (Male, 18 y.o) is an escape artist! He keeps throwing stones to
see how to get out of the trees of his enclosure. Despite being our
“high security” enclosure, Kouze still managed to escape but
unfortunately suffered an accident at the time of his capture. Due to
the location where he was darted, after he fell unconscious another
adult chimpanzee that was inside the dens was able to reach him and
attack him. Kouze suffered injuries to his upper lip, ear and hands.
However, thanks to the veterinary team, immediate medical
management was carried out: his wounds were cleaned and the
necessary medication to control the pain and the infection was
administered. The radiograph of the anteroposterior view of the
right hand shows the partial loss of the distal phalanx of the index
finger of the right hand, therefore the remaining part of this phalanx
has been disarticulated. Kouze has responded well to the treatment,
with the care of his caregivers, he has taken the correct medicines
(analgesics, antibiotics) and is showing an adequate evolution.

MEDICAL PROCEDURES

POST-ESCAPE INJURY MANAGEMENT

AGGRESSION DUE TO CHANGE OF HIERARCHY

Aggressive behaviour is an adaptive behaviour that benefits an individual. There are different
reasonings for aggression, in this case, when there are changes in the hierarchy, we can talk
about a dominance-related aggression. In this scenario males start to fight each other to
obtain the dominant position within the hierarchy. Often, sub-adult males associate with other
males of the same age to fight against the alpha. In B group, there are five males between 13
and 20 years old. Previously the alpha male was Zack, but nowadays Chippie, Eglo and Bingo
fight together against Zack for that position. After a recent fight, Zack presented a linear
wound in the left forearm, as well as a linear wound in the dorsal aspect of the limb. Eglo
presented an increased volume at the base of the thumb of the left hand. Both were under
medical treatment, with analgesics and antibiotics, and are showing a good response.

Kouze’s hand post-escape injury

Solo Jr., Brown and Ferenkeh

INTERGRATIONS

Lazar Ceasar and Ferenkeh are still in their
integration process in the nursery area, where they
have met Mathilda, Sophie, Ceasar, Brown and Solo
Jr. They are having a good social development as they
are playing all the time and protecting each other.
The vets will continue to integrate them with the
other infants and soon Lazar Caesar and Ferenkeh
will be able to enjoy the semi forestry enclosure.
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At Tacugama, we are eager to get
everyone involved in the animal welfare
capacity building sessions. This month
the ecotourism and reception staff,
Alpha Bakar and Agnes, were trained to
perform balloon enrichment by creating
piñatas for the resident chimpanzees.

The head of the care-staff, Sylvester
Lamin, with assistance from the resident
veterinarian, Alejandra Romero, gave a
talk to all staff on anaesthetic
management and the use of implants as
contraception in the resident
chimpanzees. The aim of this talk was to
make the whole Tacugama team aware
of the procedures performed on the
chimpanzees, and to teach the staff
about medical and contraceptive
procedures.

Training was also provided to our newer quarantine
staff, Joseph, on vital signs, the importance of health
check analysis and what equipment is used to assess
heart rate, respiratory rate, pulse rate and oxygen
saturation. With these new skills, Joseph will be able
to assist the vets on the medical procedures.

Moreover, the Covid safety protocol was reinforced
and taught to all staff.

Esther, one of the care-staff looking after the
quarantine chimps, was trained on the analysis of
faecal samples, from the preparation of the samples by
flotation technique, to fresh faeces and their
subsequent evaluation. This is an especially important
technique to master as it is crucial to investigate what
parasites the orphan babies arrive with.

Training was conducted on vital signs  

Reception staff got involved in enrichment making

Presentation on anaesthetic management 
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In A group there is an
enrichment structure
called a termite mound,
where different foods
such as oats, lentils, rice,
among others, are
introduced into the
various holes. To obtain
the food reward the
chimpanzees are kept
busy and engage in the
complex task of tool-use
and fishing.

ENRICHMENT

B  group with scented clothes

One way in which chimpanzees recognize each other is by using their sense of smell. This sense
can be further stimulated through environmental enrichment, by providing different scents
such as lemon grass, vanilla and coconut and spraying them onto different materials. The
photos below show examples of this using clothes as the base for the essence.

Presenting food in different containers including balls, boxes and bottles also helps keep the
chimpanzees engaged as they will spend time searching for ways to obtain the ingredients. By
keeping the chimps engaged in “positive behaviours”, we can avoid them from performing
undesired, unnatural and abnormal behaviours: it is important to keep them busy!

B group with surprise boxes with food 

A group fishing for food in the termite mound



CHIMPANZEES NUTRITION SUMMARY
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Body Condition Score

Malnourished 1/5

Underweight 2/5

Ideal 3/5

Overweight 4/5

Obese 5/5  

Summary of the amount of food given to the 105 resident chimpanzees during July

Breakdown of the body condition 
scores of the 105 chimpanzees

The score, out of 5, for each type of body condition

The chimpanzees with a non-ideal body score, i.e.
Underweight or Overweight

TCS BODY CONDITION 

(n=105)

Malnourished 0

Underweight 6

Ideal 99

Overweight 0

Obese 0

More than a Chimpanzee Sanctuary…

Underweight

Lungi M Quarantine

Camila F Quarantine
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We would like to thank VETME Veterinary Hospital in Mexico City and to Mr. James Saunders
for their donation of medicines and supplies for the resident chimpanzees

DONATIONS

Thanks to the collaboration with the 34 Military Hospital in
Freetown, our staff received the second dose of the Covid-19
vaccine, thus completing the vaccination course.

A BIG thank you to Kim White and her friends from Germany who collected tons of fire hose to
make different structures for the chimpanzees. In addition, thank you to City Supermarket in
Freetown for their continued support with cartons, containers and plastic bottles to continue
our enrichment program .

Catheters donated by Mr. SaundersMedical supplies donated by VETME Veterinary Hospital

VACCINES

Staff received their second Covid-19 vaccination

NEW STAFF

During August, we welcomed new staff: Karina Flores
arrived to take on the position of resident veterinarian.
Karina is a Specialist in Wildlife Medicine and Surgery, but
also worked as a lecturer for 5 years in the Ethology and
Wildlife Department of the Veterinary College of the
National Autonomous University of Mexico. In recent
years she has worked with African wild dogs in Namibia,
with cheetahs in Somaliland, as well as dolphins, rhinos,
birds and reptiles in South Africa and the USA.

We also welcomed Alusine Tholley our new volunteer
coordinator. He holds a MSc. in Information Systems
Management and is pursuing a MSc. in Environmental
Engineering at Shuzhou University, China, but he is also
very passionate about wildlife and environmental
protection.

Karina Flores will be taking on the 
position of resident vet

Alusine Tholley is taking on the role of volunteer coordinator
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ECO-TOURISM

Our next eco-tourism retreat  
will be hosted by Julia Emes, 
a  “Mindfulness for Stress 
Course in Retreat Format”. 
It will be held on the 2nd-3rd

and 30th-31st of October. 
We still have some spaces 
left so make sure you 
reserve your place! 

TACUGAMA IS OPEN 
AGAIN FOR VISITORS!

Despite the Covid-19
pandemic that has and
continues to impact the
world, our team at Tacugama
has accessed the situation in
Sierra Leone and decided to
re-open the sanctuary to
visitors and volunteers. If you
have been waiting to pay us a
visit, then let us know: We
are waiting for you too!

Towards the end of August we got ready to receive two new international volunteers: Lee
Ann Rottman and Leeon Boujo.

Lee Ann, a chimpanzee behavioural specialist sent by the Pan African Sanctuary Alliance
(PASA), will be helping the veterinarian department during September to assist in the
integrations of chimpanzees and further training of staff on chimpanzee behaviour.

Leeon will be joining the outreach department to engage in Tacugama’s community projects
and create a write-up for her Masters.

If you are interested in volunteering at Tacugama, click here to read more information!

VOLUNTEERS

http://www.tacugama.com/volunteer/
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With only 5500 chimpanzees
left in the wild in Sierra
Leone, and the alarming rate
at which we still receive
chimpanzees at Tacugama,
we have no time to lose.
That’s why we decided to
dedicate this year's Giving
Day For Apes campaign to
our project in Loma
Mountains National Park,
where we protect the
highest concentration of wild
chimps anywhere in West
and Central Africa!

Giving Day for Apes (GDFA) is
a global day to raise
awareness and funds for
more than 35 sanctuaries
providing rehabilitation
and/or long-term care to
great apes with early
fundraising starting on the
13th of September, leading
up to a 24-hour Giving Day
on October 12, 2021.

Will you support us?! You
can click here to Tacugama’s
Donation Page on the
Mighty Cause website. You
can donate or set your own
fundraiser campaign and
fundraise for us! As a special
thank you to individual
fundraisers we will be giving
out prizes to the 3 individuals
who raise most funds: 1.
Chimp T-Shirt, 2. Chimp Toy
3. King Bruno book.

Giving Day for Apes

https://givingdayforapes.mightycause.com/organization/Tacugama-Chimpanzee-Sanctuary
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Your support during the month-long Giving Day for Apes Campaign will really mean the world, 
here is a breakdown of what your support can do: 

Moreover, if you donate $60 you can become a guardian for one of the ambassador resident
chimpanzees at Tacugama, from one of the youngest (Celia: 1,8 years old) to the oldest (Tom,
45 years old!!), or anyone in-between. You can see the ambassador profiles here. Once
subscribed you will get a monthly update by email, with photos and/or videos for a whole year!

TACUGAMA NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT: GIVING DAY FOR APES

Your support can help us deliver a greater impact
•$5 will plant 5 trees in Loma Mountains National Park

•$10 will pay for 2 environmental education books for school kids

•$25 will buy much needed boots, raincoats and backpacks for the Loma Rangers

•$100 will purchase a camera trap to monitor and identify wild chimps

•$250 will afford data collection equipment to keep track of the groups of wild chimps

•$600 can pay the annual salary of one TCS Ranger

Support the Loma Mountains Rangers by clicking HERE and become part of our Tacugama Family

Jackie, Somebody and Woron are also part of the Guardianship Program

https://givingdayforapes.mightycause.com/organization/Tacugama-Chimpanzee-Sanctuary
https://www.tacugama.com/adopt/


www.tacugama.com

A Big Thank you to all our Sponsors and Partners 
who assist Tacugama in being more than a 

chimpanzee sanctuary! 

http://www.tacugama.com/


www.tacugama.com

You’re just a click away from more regular updates
Check out our Facebook page, Instagram accounts (Sanctuary and 

Outreach), as well as our Twitter page to stay in the loop about 
everything Tacugama!

@tacugama @tacugama @tacugamacop @tacugama

@salonechimps @salone4chimps @salone4chimps

http://www.tacugama.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Tacugama
https://www.instagram.com/tacugama/
https://www.instagram.com/tacugamacop/
https://twitter.com/Tacugama?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100069317256856
https://www.instagram.com/salone4chimps/
https://twitter.com/salone4chimps?lang=en

