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JAIBUI CONSERVATION PROGRAM – PUJEHUN DISTRICT

Between the 10th and 13th of April 2021, TCOP (Tacugama Community Outreach Program) 
embarked on a 4-day trip to Kambama, Jaibui Island. The main purpose of the trip was to assess the 
state of the Island by conducting a rapid biodiversity survey and engage with the two bio-monitors 
who are patrolling the area. The team conducted several activities including: survey walks, camera 
trapping, community interviews, bird watching and renovation of the research station.

More than a Chimpanzee Sanctuary…

1. SURVEY WALKS
TCOP performed two types of walks to gain a better idea of the state of the island: straight-line transects and 

recce walks. For the straight-line transects the team walked from the West Coast to the East Coast following a 

straight line using a GPS device. During the reconnaissance (aka recce) walk the team walked more freely through 

the forest, using the path of least resistance. The surveys revealed indirect signs of bushbucks, Maxwell’s duikers, 

sooty mangabeys, Campbell’s monkeys, red river hogs and pygmy hippos. Overall, there were little signs of illegal 

human activities apart from a few mining pits, but no active signs of snares or hunting.

2. CAMERA TRAPS
The team deployed a total of nine camera traps on the Island (4 were set up on the 10th April and 5 were set up 

on the 11th April). The cameras stayed in the forest for two/three days, in areas identified by the technicians as 

being active for the critically endangered pygmy hippos and western chimpanzees, as well as other medium to 

large mammals. The cameras captured: Bushbuck (Tragelaphus scriptus), mice and a few birds.

Figure Legend

Figure 1:

Locations of 

the 9 

camera 

traps set out 

on Jaibui

Island. The 

Island itself 

appears in 

the middle 

of the map: 

a long and 

thin 

landmass 

surrounded 

by a slim 

strip of 

water.
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JAIBUI CONSERVATION PROGRAM, PUJEHUN DISTRICT

We found that most people were aware there were animals on the island and claimed to have 
seen (directly or indirectly) the critically endangered pygmy hippo and Western Chimpanzee. See 
answers for Q3 and Q4 below. All but one said they had seen animals outside of the village, 
usually monkeys or chimps around the trees of the village or near plantations.

More than a Chimpanzee Sanctuary…

3. COMMUNITY INTERVIEWS

Interviews were also conducted to locals living in nearby villages (most respondents were from 

Kambama). A total of 15 people participated and answered 5 questions:

1. Do you see wild animals of the island? If yes, which?

2. Have you seen chimps or hippos (directly or indirectly) on the island?

3. How often do you go to the island?

4. Which human activities happen on the island?

5. Have you seen animals outside of the Island. If so, where?
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Q3. How often do you go to 
the island?
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Q4. Which activities happen on 
the island?

Q3. Out of the 5 options available (see X axis), 

the majority of the 15 respondents stated they 

went to the island every day. 

A couple claimed they had never been as they 

had only recently moved to the village.

Q4. When asked Q4, most respondents agreed that 

people went to the island to use plants for traditional 

medicine. However, only the 2 bio-monitors patrolling the 

island stated that mining, timber logging and snare setting 

also occurred. This may be due to only them being aware 

of said activities as they see evidence of it during patrols, 

OR villagers are also aware but do not want to admit it 

when interviewed by Tacugama.
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4. BIRD WATCHING
Bird watching was another key activity TCOP performed on the Island during this trip. This exercise was carried 

out every day for three days and was spearheaded by bird specialist Willie Tucker and wildlife photographer 

Renato Granieri. A total of 40 different bird species were recorded during this short period, including the Blue-

billed malimbe (Malimbus nitens), Black-casqued hornbill (Ceratogymna atrata), Cassin’s flycatcher (Muscicapa

cassini), African pied wagtail (Motacilla aguimp) and the White –throated blue swallow (Hirundo nigrita).

Blue-billed malimbe 

(Malimbus nitens)

White –throated blue swallow 

(Hirundo nigrita)

Black-casqued hornbill 

(Ceratogymna atrata)

JAIBUI CONSERVATION PROGRAM, PUJEHUN DISTRICT
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More than a Chimpanzee Sanctuary…

5. RENOVATION OF THE RESEARCH STATION
The renovation of the research station at Kambama was led by Tacugama Chimpanzee Sanctuary’s director Bala

Amarasekaran who decided to repair the station and conduct a general cleaning around the building. Seeing as 

the station had not been visited by the team for some time, with the help of local villagers in Kambama, the 

station was repainted, the roof was fixed against flooding, rooms were tidied, and any spoilt materials were 

thrown.

• In addition to the wildlife on the island there were also signs of human activity, mainly timber logging and 

mining. Although most of the mining and logging sites were old, there were a few that were currently active. 

We found no evidence of hunting.

• To keep constant monitoring on both the state of the wildlife and human activities, TCOP designed a patrol 

schedule for the two bio-monitors Vandi Kallon and Mustapha Sesay so patrol the area regularly. Moreover, 

now that the research station has been renovated the team will be able to return more frequently to 

constantly monitor this project.

Tacugama’s research station at

Kambaba, Jaibui Island

Conclusions:

• There appears to be signs of diverse wildlife on 

the island, including the critically endangered 

pygmy hippos and western chimpanzees. This was 

evidenced through the survey walks during which 

the TCOP team saw indirect sights: footprints, 

trails, dung etc; through camera trapping: 

bushbucks were caught on camera; and through 

the community interviews: respondents claimed 

to see a variety of animals on the island.

JAIBUI CONSERVATION PROGRAM, PUJEHUN DISTRICT
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THE SORBENGI OYSTER PROJECT, MOYAMBA DISTRICT

WAPNP patrol guards
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A full description of Tacugama’s Oyster Women’s Group in Sorbengi was published as a paper 
in the extremely well recognized journal “American Journal of Primatology”.

You can read the full paper, which discusses much more than just the oyster women, including 

also the wildlife corridor implemented by Tacugama in the area, by clicking HERE!

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1002/ajp.23219
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LOMA MOUNTAINS NATIONAL PARK (LMNP), KOINADUGU AND FALABA DISTRICTS

WAPNP patrol guards
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In April, the 21 bio-
monitors living in 21 
communities around the 
LMNP collected 42 
thousand local seedlings 
and established 21 nursery 
sites in the different 
communities. They also 
conducted patrols around 
the park (which is believed 
to hold the highest density 
of chimpanzees in West 
Africa) to monitor and 
document wildlife signs 
and human activities.  

The TCOP team will go to 
Loma on another trip 
during May to conduct a 
refresher training on 
Cybertracker data 
collection for the 14 old 
bio-monitors, as well as a 
beginners-training for the 7 
new recruits. The bio-
monitors use rugged 
phones with the 
Cybertracker application to 
collect the data on wildlife 
and human signs during 
their patrols. 

During May, the team will 
also monitor the tree 
nursery sites before their 
planting in June. 

Local fruit seeds nursed and monitored by the technicians
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LOMA MOUNTAINS NATIONAL PARK (LMNP), KOINADUGU AND FALABA DISTRICTS

WAPNP patrol guards
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1) a need for forest and wildlife protection in these 
communities;
2) a secondary school that is within reach of various 
communities. 

Currently there is no secondary school in Mansonia, or in 
the nearby communities, meaning that once children 
reach the age to go to secondary school, they cannot 
continue their education. 

By building the school in Mansonia, both organizations believe it is a great way to not only ensure 
the younger generations have access to quality education for longer, but to also engage the older 
generations to listen to Tacugama regarding wildlife and environment protection efforts. 

Once the construction is complete, we will ensure to plant some more trees in the area to 
compensate for the few that were cleared for the school.

Construction of the school in 

Mansonia

In addition, the secondary school we 
are building in Mansonia in 
collaboration with Sunday Foundation 
is now underway! Both Tacugama and 
Sunday Foundation understand there is:

Construction of a secondary school in one of the rural 
communities Tacugama is working with.



As occurs every month, the TCS rangers along with the
National Protected Area Authority (NPAA) continued to
patrol the WAPNP. Both biodiversity and human activity
signs were monitored and tracked with GPS devices.
Biodiversity continues to be abundant, but the rangers grew
concerned about the amount of human activity occurring in
certain parts of the forest. At the beginning of the month,
locals from nearby villages visited Congo Dam to throw an
uncontrolled party where litter was spread all over the area
and subsequently not collected. The rangers had to
therefore take on the task of cleaning up the area, so that
this water catchment - which is fundamental for all people in
Freetown to have access to water – can remain healthy.

The team has also noticed some further disturbances of
Mount Sugar Loaf, a mountain close to the sanctuary, where
people are deforesting the area through brushing and fires.
On the 27th April 2021 (Independence Day in Sierra Leone)
the Sugar Loaf Heritage Family organized a national hike to
the peak of Mount Sugar Loaf where they engaged local
people about the importance of preserving the forest.
Tacugama gladly accepted the offer to join the hike!
Moreover, long-term TCS ranger Emmanuel Williams was
able to do a small speech to engage the hikers and talk
about his job, the threats humans are imparting on the
forest, as well as the grave problem of littering.
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WESTERN AREA PENINSULA NATIONAL PARK (WAPNP)
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Long-term TCS ranger, 

Emmanuel Williams
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WESTERN AREA PENINSULA NATIONAL PARK
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A genet caught on a camera trap

More than a Chimpanzee Sanctuary…

Wild chimpanzee monitoring in the WAPNP.

Also in the WAPNP, the 
rangers recorded the 
locations of the different 
animal signs using a Garmin 
GPSMap 64s. Once all 
points were collected for 
the month, the team 
transferred them onto a 
mapping software. Above 
you can see all animal signs 
collected during April, 
according to species. 

In addition, a special map 
just focusing on the wild 
chimpanzees was also 
created.

Animal signs collected during 

patrols, according to species.

Figure Legend

Figure Legend



TACUGAMA KIDS ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION PROGRAM (T-KEEP) URBAN
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During April, the T-KEEP team visited 12 schools in the Western Area to evaluate and assess 

the kids' progress and learnings from the Tacugama Environmental Workbook. The team 

created a quiz, a spelling competition and a debate based on said workbook and went to the 

schools to see how well the kids would perform! A total of 516 kids participated in the 

activities.

More than a Chimpanzee Sanctuary…

The team was impressed at the knowledge the children 

had gained throughout the year, from plants and 

chimpanzees to waste management and deforestation. 

The winners of the competitions were rewarded with 

prizes including school bags, notebooks and 

mathematical sets. All teachers involved in the 

environmental days expressed great gratitude to 

Tacugama for the environmental education activities 

brought to their schools. They say it helps engage the 

children to take their studies seriously and with more 

interest in environment protection. 

Happy kids cheering their colleagues 

during the competition

COMMUNICATIONS AND MEDIA

Tacugama was hosted on Capital Radio for a live 

interview - How the Chimpanzee became Sierra 

Leone’s national animal and face of tourism and 

its Socio-economic benefits to Sierra Leoneans. 

The 60-minute interview was geared towards 

educating the Sierra Leonean population about 

their National Animal and its importance. 
Live interview for Capital Radio



ROOTS & SHOOTS
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Tacugama is a proud sponsor of FC Lion Pride! The TCOP 

team is happy to have brought the young footballers 

into the Roots & Shoots program. TCOP aims to visit the 

footballers every week, either at a training session or  

match, after which TCOP staff engage the footballers 

with conservation discussions and/or activities. 

We began April by challenging the footballers to grow 

jackfruit seedlings in recycled water plastics. Each 

player was given one seedling to look after. By the end 

of the month many of the members stated their small 

jackfruit tree had started to grow! In addition, we also 

sensitized the team about plastic pollution, the 

importance of recycling and limiting single-use plastics. 

To help Tacugama spread the word and reach a larger 

audience, each player was given one flyer to place 

around their communities. 

More than a Chimpanzee Sanctuary…

We are happy that the youths are ready to listen and engage with our conservation messages! 

Together we can sensitize a larger audience and hopefully make a change in Sierra Leone

Flyer distributed to each 

player to place around their 

communities

Jackfruit seedling growing in a 

recycled water plastic
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UPDATES
LEO

Tuberculosis is a treatable disease, whereby 
infected individuals should be under continuous 
monitoring. In this case, Leo, who was diagnosed 
with tuberculosis,  has gained weight and his 
cough has stopped.

Tuberculosis (TB) is caused by organisms of the 
Mycobacterium tuberculosis complex (M. 
tuberculosis, M. bovis, M. africanun and M. 
micrott). The lung is the route of entry in 
practically all cases. The contagion usually occurs 
from a human or animal with pulmonary, 
bronchial or laryngeal tuberculosis.

What is next? The vet team will perform a blood 
test to assess his kidney and liver function, as 
well as a tracheal lavage to determine if the 
bacteria still in his body.

More than a Chimpanzee Sanctuary…

JACKSON

Jackson is a quiet and calm chimp. He has
integrated with the 17 infants with whom he
shares the new enclosure. He spends most
of his time climbing trees, playing with
Matilda, or carrying little Burn on his belly.

Fortunately, he has not shown any more
neurological problems.

The sanctuary received two new members, probably due to the consumption of BUSHMEAT, 
but it can also be associated with the loss of habitat due to deforestation, as well as the 
human-animal conflict due to the construction of new villages around forest areas, which leads 
to the presence of orphaned infants:

1. Ferenkeh (Female, 4.5 years old) arrived from Moyamba district in good condition, despite a 
superficial injury on her right hip from the rope. At the beginning she was very nervous, but as 
the days went by she gained confidence and quickly came to drink milk and receive food. After 
the Vet team conducted her first medical check-up, her results showed that she is healthy 
young chimp weighing 12.1 kg.

Despite having tuberculosis, Leo is doing well

ARRIVALS



Page 15 TACUGAMA MONTHLY REPORT 04/2021

ARRIVALS

2. Lazar Ceasar (Male, 3.5 years old) came from Masingbi
Northern Sierra Leone. He spent one year living with humans, so 
although he shows a lot of abnormal behaviours like *rocking, he 
is a docile chimpanzee.

More than a Chimpanzee Sanctuary…

Technical Note
Many animals in captivity exhibit abnormal behavior during their development, which is 

associated with the loss of their nuclear family, lack of social behavior with conspecifics, as well 
as restrictive husbandry and/or housing conditions. As a result, some young animals become 

attached to immaterial objects, such as teddy bears and blankets for comfort and to feel 
accompanied.

Under these conditions rocking can develop and in great apes approximately 60% of orphans 
present this behaviour. Rocking is a repetitive behaviour where individuals say back and forth, 
or side to side, when seated or standing. Rocking is usually regarded as an abnormal behavior 

in nonhuman primates. Research has demonstrated that abnormal behaviors do not develop in 
mother-reared animals.

IMPLANT REPLACEMENT

The sexual cycle of a female chimpanzee has a duration of 36 days. In great apes, it is common to 
use contraceptive implants as a method of birth control, as it steadily releases a small amount of 
hormones that helps to prevent pregnancy. Every two or three years it is necessary to change the 
implant to ensure it continues to function normally. In this case, the vet department did a 
complete health check and conducted an implant replacement for two females in New C group:
BASMA (Female, 12 yo) and ESME (Female, 16 yo). After the anesthetic procedure, a complete 
physical exam, routine blood samples and preventive medication (vitamins, ivermectin) were also 
administered. The blood studies showed no problems, which demonstrates the chimpanzees are 
in good health.

Ferenkehn (left) and Lazar Caesar (right) both arrived during April at the 
sanctuary

MEDICAL PROCEDURES
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MEDICAL PROCEDURES
The contraceptive 
implant is 4 cm 
long and made of 
plastic. They are 
usually 
considered 
effective for at 
least two (2) 
years, but 
possibly longer,  
depending on the 
species in 
question as  
sometimes the 
implants do fail or 
the individuals 
may remove 
them. 

More than a Chimpanzee Sanctuary…

DERMATOMYCOSIS TREATMENT

For some months now, chimpanzees from different groups have been undergoing medical 
treatment for fungal skin problems and have shown a favourable response to the treatment 
(antifungal drugs, fish oils). However, in the nursery area, particularly 3 chimpanzees continue to 
present hyperkeratosis, generalized desquamation with slight itching. As such, the veterinary team 
gives weekly medicated baths.

Medical bath for the three friends under sedation 
(Pizarro, Nelio and Julius) 

Female implant replacement

Pizarro (L), Nelio (C) and Julius (R)
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INTRASPECIFIC AGGRESSION

Solo (Male, 31 yo) and
Kuzay (Male, 17 yo) from 
High Security Group fought 
through the fence. After 
the fight they presented 
different injuries, with Solo 
being the most affected of 
the two, having lost the 
first phalanx of the thumb 
of the left hand. 

To assist in his recovery 
the vet team administered 
him with analgesics and 
antibiotics. 

More than a Chimpanzee Sanctuary…

APPEAL:

The rainy season is 
approaching and a 

special material (anti-
slip): a rubber mat for 
the floor with holes, is 

needed so that the 
infants in the dens are 
not in direct contact 
with the ground that 

gets wet with the rain. 
Unfortunately, in Sierra 

Leone this material is 
not available. 

Could you help us with 
a donation or a way to 

find this material?

Anti-slip mat we wish to add to the babies’ indoor enclosure during the rainy 
season

Technical Note

Hierarchical fights between alpha males are common in 
different species. In the study of the behaviour of great apes 

and other primates, specifically chimpanzees, bonobos, 
mandrills, gorillas and orangutans, researchers show that their 

social intelligence is mainly oriented towards becoming the 
dominant alpha male i.e. being the only individual in the group 
that has the right to pass on the genes to the next generations, 

meaning they fight for females and power. 

Male chimpanzees use various strategies in the struggle for 
power, often if they have a large group and create alliances 

with individuals that will help fight for them. However, 
sometimes they also generate psychological intimidation 

attacks that mainly focus on grunts, blows to the chest and 
screams.
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PREVENTIVE MEDICINE

Preventive medicine aims to preserve and promote the health of individuals, i.e. prevent 
diseases, by implementing a set of routine sanitary activities. As such, during April the vet team 
collected and analysed the chimpanzees’ faeces. 

Fresh faecal samples were collected from each group of chimpanzees and subsequently  
examined under the microscope. The team found:

More than a Chimpanzee Sanctuary…

40X objective immature 
tapeworm egg 

40X objective Hookworm 
pilariform

40X objective: Trophozoite 
of Troglodytella

Confirmation of parasites or their reproductive products in faeces is based on morphological 
identification of the organisms causing the parasitosis. In light of the results above, all 101 
resident chimpanzees were dewormed.

1. 2. 3.

CAPACITY BUILDING

Training or capacity building is considered an 
educational process through which individuals learn 
knowledge, skills and abilities that will enable them to 
achieve defined objectives. 

At Tacugama, we conduct these training sessions so 
that care-staff are equip with greater knowledge on 
how to work with chimpanzees and thus to perform 
their work in the best possible way. During April, the 
carestaff received training on:

A. Professional Photography Training with award wining photographer, Renato Granieri
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CAPACITY BUILDING

B. Laboratory skills training

During the collection of faecal samples and their 
processing, Silvester Lamin, head of the care staff, was 
taught how to prepare the samples for later observation 
under the microscope. He is learning how to recognize 
parasitic structures that affect the health of 
chimpanzees, which are transmitted when proper 
biosecurity measures are not followed.

More than a Chimpanzee Sanctuary…

Head of carestaff, Silvester Lamin, 
learning to identify paasites under the 

microscope

C. The importance of proper cleaning and desinfection
of dens and enclosures - Zoonotic disease lecture

The cleaning and disinfection protocol includes the use 
of gloves, masks and boots to clean the chimpanzees' 
urine, faeces and organic waste. It is also important to 
use disinfectants and proper cleaning utensils (broom, 
brush etc.) when cleaning the dens, to ensure care staff 
are protected against the different pathogens.

3.

The vet team also conducted a lecture on Zoonotic 
diseases to teach the care staff about said diseases, 
specifically those present in West Africa, and which can be 
transmitted from chimpanzees to humans. During the

lecture we also talked about the importance of preventing and controlling the spread of these 
diseases, with the aim of reducing the presence of emerging and re-emerging diseases within 
the sanctuary and in the staff’s daily lives.



Page 20 TACUGAMA MONTHLY REPORT 04/2021

More than a Chimpanzee Sanctuary…

The team also prepares 
enrichment on a daily basis
and maintains all 
enrichment structures in 
the dens and enclosures in 
a good condition. 

CAPACITY BUILDING

This month, Alpha Kabia
and Isliana prepared 
new structures for the 
infants Julius, Nelio and 
Pizarro.

Civettictis civetta, the African civet, is an 
omnivorous mammal of the family Viverridae, 
which inhabits the savannahs and forests of 
southern and central Africa. They are 
characteristically nocturnal but are sometimes 
seen in the morning or evening on cloudy 
days. 

In some districts of Sierra Leone there is 
hunting of this species, encroachment into 
their habitats by farms and habitat loss due to 
burning associated with agriculture. As a 
result, the young are orphaned earlier than 
normal and are more likely to be caught. This 
female of approximately 4 months old and 
was handed over to the sanctuary with the 
aim of protecting her, feeding her and 
gradually reintroducing her to the forest for 
her subsequent release.

AFRICAN CIVET

Enrichment preparation

African civet, Civettictis civetta

One of the new rescues at 
Tacugama is an African civet
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STRUCTURAL

The positive effect that environmental enrichment with 
foraging, playing or exercise devices has upon the 
chimpanzees is often quickly noticed. Most of the time, 
stress reduces as  individuals’ attention becomes focused on 
the new elements in their surroundings.

Foraging devices do not need to be fancy-looking, the most 
important aspect to consider is the chimpanzees’ natural 
behaviour. Thus we must supply them with a device that 
will enable them to act out those behaviours.

ENRICHMENT

SMELLS

Enrichment can also be based on scents. At Tacugama, the 
vet team often uses natural essences (coconut, pineapple, 
vanilla), spices (turmeric, cinnamon) and dry herbs that are 
spread on old book pages and other materials. Adding 
smells to enrichment is also effective as many chimps were 
found to increase their exploratory and playful behaviors 
when supplied with said materials – from smelling the pages 
to rubbing different body parts upon them.

VISUAL AND AUDITORY

This month we also supplied the chimps with visual 
enrichment such as mirrors, as well as auditory enrichment 
like playing classical music. 

BEDDING MATERIALS

Seeing as Tacugama builds picture frames, tables and other 
artisanal products from raw bamboo and cane, the leftover 
shavings have been given to the chimps as a form of 
bedding material. The chimpanzees were immediately 
receptive to the material, manipulating it, playing with it 
and building their nest.



CHIMPANZEES NUTRITION SUMMARY
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Body Condition Score

Malnourished 1/5

Underweight 2/5

Ideal 3/5

Overweight 3.5 - 4/5

Obese 5    

Summary of the amount of food given to the 101 resident chimpanzees during April

Breakdown of the body condition 
scores of the 101 chimpanzees

The score, out of 5, for each type of body condition

The chimpanzees with a non-ideal body score, i.e.
Underweight (BCS = 2/5) and Overweight (BCS =3.5- 4/5)

TCS BODY CONDITION 

(n=99)

Malnourished 0

Underweight 0

Ideal 95

Overweight 6

Obese 0

NAME SEX GROUP

Overweight

Jerry F B

Gaby F New C

Jerusalem F B

Jean F Nursery

Salva M Gorilla

Nyanda F Old C

More than a Chimpanzee Sanctuary…

945

177

808

1698

332
201

850

170
402

52 142,5 21 61,4 160

1892

474

20

607 618,5

5

APRIL TCS nutrition summary chart
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More than a Chimpanzee Sanctuary…

VOLUNTEER PROGRAM

Tacugama offers a variety of volunteer and internship opportunities. The most popular include

If you are interested in coming to lend us a hand, go to: 
https://www.tacugama.com/volunteer/ for more information!

VETERINARY

Learn about chimpanzee medicine, from 
daily care to surgical procedures.

OUTREACH

Get involved in ranger patrols, community 
work & school visits, and contribute 
towards the protection of wild 
chimpanzees and their habitats.ECO-TOURISM

Gain a deeper understanding of 
Tacugama’s sustainable and 
environmental-friendly tourism program 
and assist in event planning and 
operations management at camp.

GENERAL

Try out a bit of everything, then decide 
where you would like to dedicate most of 
your time!

Tacugama's volunteer program has received people from all over the world and people of 
different nationalities. It is a fundamental support for the sanctuary, with volunteers helping 
with food preparation, transfer of supplies, cleaning and disinfection of enclosures, fence 
checks, enrichment, forest hikes, assisting in event planning, among many others.  

During April we welcomed two new volunteers: Clare Maraist, from the USA and Seda Kavlak, 
From Germany.

Clare, a volunteer from the USA, came 
to Tacugama as a general volunteer for 

4 weeks.  

Seda, a researcher doing her BSc project 
from Germany, is studying the social 
network of 18 of the orphan babies. 

https://www.tacugama.com/volunteer/


During April the Tacugama tour guides welcomed 454 
visitors, mainly Sierra Leoneans, to the sanctuary on 
our daily sanctuary tour. Out of those, 50% were 
Sierra Leonean visitors coming to see their National 
Animal, the chimpanzee.

In addition, our tour guides – Alfred and Noah – are 
also in charge of the green houses to ensure the soil 
was sterilized and ready for planting. Two full drums 
were sterilized to fill up 288 bags. Red and Yellow bell 
pepper and tomatoes were nursed and planted. The 
plants germinated well. We will use the vegetables 
grown in the green houses to both supplement the 
diet of the resident chimps and use some in the 
tacumeals when eco-tourism events are hosted at the 
sanctuary.

April was also a very busy month with different 
fundraiser events to cover the care of the chimps and 
outreach activities.
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ECO-TOURISM

More than a Chimpanzee Sanctuary…

Photography Workshop 17-18/04

10 participants joined multi award-winning 
professional photographer Renato Granieri for a 
photography workshop weekend in the forest. 
Under his guidance, participants received advice on 
using a camera, improving photo composition, and 
understanding more about wildlife photography.

The workshop included 3 photography sessions 
(Birds, chimpanzees and forest), as well as a 
presentation by Renato sharing stories from his 
expeditions to Antarctica and Africa. The weekend 
also included a sanctuary tour, delicious tacumeals
and a relaxing stay in the eco-lodges. 
Thank you, Renato for the wonderful workshop!

Curry Night 23/04

More than 20 different dishes were cooked by Tacugama’s Founder and Director, Bala
Amarasekaran. The candlelit dinner including the unique Sri Lankan dishes, were served at 
Tacugama’s forest yoga platform to the sounds of relaxing lounge music. 

Photography Workshop

One of Tacugama’s Greenhouses
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ECO-TOURISM

More than a Chimpanzee Sanctuary…

Family Day 25/04

Another successful Family Day took 
place at the sanctuary. This time, we 
had an exciting scavenger hunt, arts & 
crafts, charades, and a visit to the 
dam.

We finished the day with a dance 
competition and witnessed some 
really big talents. We were very 
moved by the paintings children made 
for the new chimpanzee friends. 

Movie Night 30/04

On the last Friday of April we came together 
for a Tacu-Dinner and movie night in the 
forest with the film Virunga. 

Virunga is a Netflix documentary that tells 
the incredible story of a group of rangers 
risking their lives to build a better future for 
wild gorillas, and reveals a gripping exposé of 
the reality of living in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo. Watching this movie in 
Sierra Leone, which has made it through the 
Civil war, Ebola and the COVID 19 Pandemic 
was very meaningful for us all. 

Family Day

Movie Night

One of the drawings produced 
during Family Day. This picture 
shows a hand of a human and a 

hand of a chimpanzee - what looks 
like a harmonious relationship 

where both humans and chimps 
are able to live alongside one 

another.

This is the future we are fighting 
for and we hope it becomes more 
& more within reach as our work 

progresses!
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More than a Chimpanzee Sanctuary…

In addition to independence day, we are also proud 
to inform that His Excellency The President 
Bridagier Julius Maada Bio honoured the founder of 
Tacugama Mr. Bala Amarasekaran with one of the 
highest and most prestigious recognitions of the 
country 'Commander in the order of the Rokel'.

On the 27th April, Sierra Leone celebrated its 60th

year of Independence. 

We were happy to celebrate this day with Sierra 
Leoneans across the world, not only us but also the 
chmpanzees at the sanctuary who represent the 
National Animal of the country!

Sierra Leone celebrated its 60th year of 
independence

Every year this decoration is awarded to 
a Sierra Leonean or foreign national who 
has provided a distinguished and 
dedicated service to the country in the 
areas of public service, arts and sciences, 
and philanthropy.

In this case Mr. Bala was honoured with 
the award for his outstanding and 
devoted job of protecting the wildlife 
and nature of Sierra Leone. In particular, 
the critically endangered Western 
chimpanzee that has now been declared 
as the national animal of Sierra Leone!

Mr. Bala Amarasekaran and Minister of Tourism, Mrs. 
Memunatu Pratt, on the day of the award ceremony

We would also like to thank Eco-Sys Action, for 
funding a new billboard project in Freetown with 
Tacugama. Eco-Sys Action will be funding 3 
billboards around Freetown in the Western Area 
District, two of which will alert people to the fact it 
is illegal to keep chimpanzees as pets, while another 
will celebrate the chimpanzee being declared as 
Sierra Leone’s national animal.
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FUNDRAISING & SUPPORT

Relax and spend the night at one of our eco-lodges

How can you continue to support our work?

You can also:
• Purchase one of our King Bruno books (available for purchase at 

the sanctuary shop, Lungi Airport, Atlantic Lumley Hotel and 

online on Ebay);

• Become a chimpanzee guardian for one of our 12 ambassador 
chimpanzees;

• Make a donation of any kind to our Paypal Account here! 

Every little helps & we are continuously grateful for your support!

More than a Chimpanzee Sanctuary…

Come to the next Yoga Fest on the  
22nd/23rd May!

Visit our sanctuary shop for original arts 
and craft purchases

https://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/402585851348
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=7S6DYPYRJJF86


www.tacugama.com

You’re just a click away from more regular updates! 
Check out our Facebook page, Instagram accounts (Sanctuary and 

Outreach), as well as our Twitter page to stay in the loop about 
everything Tacugama!

@tacugama @tacugama @tacugamacop @tacugama

http://www.tacugama.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Tacugama
https://www.instagram.com/tacugama/
https://www.instagram.com/tacugamacop/
https://twitter.com/Tacugama?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor

