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THE SORBENGI OYSTER PROJECT – MOYAMBA DISTRICT

At the end of March, the team embarked on a new field trip to Sorbengi. The journey was covered 
by professional photographer Mr. Renato Granieri, as well as freelancer and journalist Ms. Jenna 
Le Bras who both tirelessly monitored and documented the activities conducted in the area. 

More than a Chimpanzee Sanctuary…

The main objectives of the trip were:

1. Begin habitat restoration – by transplanting mangrove seedlings – in the sites identified on 

the previous trip to Sorbengi.

2. Tool distribution for the safe and suitable harvesting and processing of oysters.

3. Build upon the inventory of bird species found in the area. 

4. Photographic documentation of the sustainable harvesting of oysters by the members of 

the “Oyster Group”. 

5. Implement the WASH component of the project through the construction of a borehole and 

toilets for the community.

6. Carry out market research regarding the sale of oysters.

Thirty community members were involved in the mangrove restoration by planting 850 seedlings 
in an area previously identified during the trip to Sorbengi in February. The team is expecting to 
continue the planting in May and June before the rainy season starts.

Mangrove Restoration
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THE SORBENGI OYSTER PROJECT – MOYAMBA DISTRICT

More than a Chimpanzee Sanctuary…

Common Name Scientific Name
1 Violet-backed Starling Cinnyricinclus leucogaster

2 Splendid Glossy Starling Lamprotornis Splendidus

3 African Harrier Hawk Polyoroides Typus 

4 Piping Hornbill Bycanistes Fistulator

5
African Pied Hornbill 

(Black and White)

Tockus Fasciatus

6 Blue Cheeked Bee-Eater Merops Persicus

7
White Throated Bee-

Eater

Merops Albicollis

8 Little Bee-Eater Merops Pusillus

9 Red Vented Malimbe Malimbus Scutatus

10 Black Kite Milvus Migrans

11 Brown Crowned Tchagra Tchagra australis

12 Black Crowned Tchagra Tchagra senegalus

13
Grey Backed 

Camaroptena

Camaroptera brevicaudata

14 Grey headed Bristlebill Bleda canicapillus

15 Red-eyed Dove Streptopelia semitorquata

16 Senegal Coucal Centropus senegalensis

17 Woodland Kingfisher Halcyon senegalensis

18 Blue Breasted Kingfisher Halcyon malimbica

19 Giant Kingfisher Megaceryle maxima

20
Western Grey Plantain-

Eater

Crinifer piscator

21 Simple Leaf-Love Chlorocichla simplex

22 Green Hylia Hylia prasina

23
Yellow Rumped 

Tinkerbird

Pogoniulus bilineatus

24 Grey Parrot Psittacus erithacus

25 Grey Kestrel Falco ardosiaceus

26 Pied Crow Corvus albus

27 African Dwarf Kingfisher Ispidina lecontei

28 Blue Bellied Roller Coracias cyanogaster

29 Palm Nut Vulture Gypohierax angolensis

30 Broad-Billed Roller Eurystomus glaucurus

Pa Willie – one of Tacugama’s
most experienced members who 
has been with the team since 
the sanctuary’s opening in 1996 
– built upon an inventory of bird 
species present in the 
community. 

During the short trip he was able 
to identify 65 species, 30 of 
which are presented on the 
table on the right.

Inventory of Bird Species
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THE SORBENGI OYSTER PROJECT – MOYAMBA DISTRICT (A Visual Guide)

The harvesting was documented through photos by award-winning photographer Renato 
Granieri. The photos provide a beautiful visual guide of all the steps the women complete -
collecting, steaming, smoking and drying – to reach their harvesting goal.

More than a Chimpanzee Sanctuary…

1. COLLECTION

Photographic Documentation
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THE SORBENGI OYSTER PROJECT – MOYAMBA DISTRICT (A Visual Guide)

More than a Chimpanzee Sanctuary…

2. STEAMING
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THE SORBENGI OYSTER PROJECT – MOYAMBA DISTRICT (A Visual Guide)

More than a Chimpanzee Sanctuary…

3. OPENING OF THE SHELL, 
REMOVAL OF THE FLESH, 

SMOKING & DRYING
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THE SORBENGI OYSTER PROJECT – MOYAMBA DISTRICT

Sorbengi is a very small village consisting of about 40 households that do not have access to clean 
drinking water or toilet facilities. As a result, the community engages in open defecation which 
puts at risk both the health of the marine wildlife as well as that of the community members. In 
order to mitigate said risk, this year the team decided to introduce a WASH component to the 
project, including the construction of 4 toilets and boreholes for access to clean water. During this 
trip the construction started and we are looking forward to explaining the WASH concept to the 
community members during TCOP’s next visit. 

More than a Chimpanzee Sanctuary…

Construction of the borehole to 

access clean water

WASH

MARKET RESEARCH

Overall Satisfaction with the New Harvesting Protocol: All of the women interviewed said it was 
easy to adapt to the new sustainable harvesting protocol implemented by Tacugama. They agreed 
that it requires more workforce and time but this is not a major issue. 

Volume of Oysters Harvested Each Season: Although data was not very precise, the community 
reported that during the high season the amount of oysters harvested can vary from 1 to 6 tanks a 
day (A tank is approximately 2 meters long - 80 cm large - 40 cm deep).

Revenue Generated: For each 60kg bag of “naked” oysters sold, community members receive 
700 000 SLL (approx. 70 USD). This works out as 11 600 SLL/kg (approx. 1,16 USD/kg). 

Improvements Made Possible by the Program: Community members acknowledged the financial 
improvements the program brings to them: 11 new houses have been built in the village and some 
families can now pay the school fees of their children. If the harvesting was less seasonal (oyster 
harvesting usually occurs 3 months a year -Feb/March/April-, they are sure the financial benefits 
would be even greater.

A summary of the market research is reported below:
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LOMA MOUNTAINS NATIONAL PARK (LMNP): KOINADUGU AND FALABA DISTRICTS

WAPNP patrol guards

TACUGAMA MONTHLY REPORT 03/2021

The new communities selected were:
Krutor, Gbenkoro, Meria, Bandakoro, Burukuma, Burumakudor, Yara-Gbenekoro

More than a Chimpanzee Sanctuary…

During March, TCOP also undertook several activities in the Loma Mountains National Park 
(LMNP). For this trip in particular, some of the main activities TCOP embarked on were: 

✓ Selecting seven new eco-guards in seven communities;
✓ Holding a stakeholders meeting to inform about the new project;
✓ Demarcating 21 future restoration areas at the buffers zone of the National Park;
✓ Creating 21 tree nurseries;
✓ Conducting wildlife sensitization in schools.

RESULTS

Stakeholders Meeting: TCOP organized a stakeholders’ meeting with 21 communities, 
whereby three stakeholders from each community were in attendance. The purpose of this 
meeting was to discuss the new project, select new technicians, and identify tree planting sites 
for each community with the key members of said communities.

Stakeholder’s Meeting
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LOMA MOUNTAINS NATIONAL PARK (LMNP): KOINADUGU AND FALABA DISTRICTS

WAPNP patrol guards
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More than a Chimpanzee Sanctuary…

Selection of Bio-monitors: TCOP gave the responsibility to each community to select their 
own technician based on the following characteristics – (1) resident of the village, (2) respectful, 
(3) responsible, (4) truthful, (5) good knowledge of wildlife signs and the forest. The new 
technicians selected were:

Identification and demarcation of future restoration area: The communities 
allocated the area based on where massive deforestation or fire damaged had been occurred 
around the park. 21 sites where identified.

Map of the future restoration 

areas in the LMNP

Bio-Monitor Name Village

Merah Koroma Meria

Saio Kamara Burumakudor

Fasalie Waraya Burukuma

John Kamara Gbenkoro

Sheku Conteh Bandakoro

Osman Bangura Krutor

John Koroma Yara-Gbenkoro

Special note from 

Konombaia Chief: 

The town chief of Konombaia, Pa 
Sheku Marah, took the opportunity 
to thank TCS for the support and 

work done over the past two years 
in LMNP.  “The government has left 
us out in most of  the development 
projects, however TCS is coming 

providing employment for 21 
community members and providing 
some other livelihood activities,  we 

are happy about it” he said. Pa 
Sheku finished his statement by 
promising that the community is 

happily involved in the project and 
that 35,000 trees will be planted 
this year in the most degraded 

areas of the buffer zone; he closed 
by reminding his fellow authorities 
to protect the forest and the key 
wildlife species in and outside the 

park..



Capacity building on bird watching 
Alfred, one of the bird-watching guides at Tacugama, did a brief presentation on the subject 
during a capacity building session with the rest of the sanctuary staff. During the session, Alfred 
explained what bird-watching means, he pointed out the bird species in Sierra Leone, and 
showed the useful tools one might need for bird watching. He also mentioned different bird 
habitats, their nesting patterns, and gender identification . 
The presentation ended well with a questions and answers discussion.

Page 11

WESTERN AREA PENINSULA NATIONAL PARK
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More than a Chimpanzee Sanctuary…

Carbon stock assessment in the WAPNP – Pilot Project
A research on tree diversity around the Tacugama Forest was conducted by Dr Moses Sainage, 
of Fourah Bay College, University of Sierra Leone, along with 8 students and members of the 
TCOP team. This research was designed to evaluate the carbon stock present in the WAPNP, 
mainly including areas with trees species that with an age ranging from 20-50+ years. 

Technical Note
*Samanea dinklagei is one of the most common trees found in the WAPNP, it is from the 

Fabaceae family and it is only found in West Africa. It is well known for it is medicinal value by 
the nationals in their traditional medicine to treat cold, bronchitis and headache.

**Carbon capture: Trees are without a doubt the best carbon capture technology in the 
world. When they perform photosynthesis, they pull carbon dioxide (CO2) out of the air, bind it 

up with sugar (from the soil), and release oxygen. The trees use this bonded sugar to build more 
branches, roots and wood. A mature hardwood tree can absorb as much as 48 pounds of CO2 

per year, the more hardwood trees there are, the more CO2 is absorbed from the air.

A great and easy way to mitigate climate change!

Esther Vandy (above), one of TCOP’s 
field officers, participated in the 
carbon stock assessment project
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WESTERN AREA PENINSULA NATIONAL PARK
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A genet caught on a camera trap

More than a Chimpanzee Sanctuary…

Patrolling Efforts in 
Collaboration with the NPAA 
(National Protected Area Authority)

During March, the rangers took part in 
questionnaires to discuss the rules 
and regulations that should be 
followed by visitors who come to 
Tacugama to hike in the forest, in light 
of the Covid-19 pandemic. The 
questionnaire is part of a project 
called “Reducing transmission of 
Covid-19 to African Great Apes” which 
is being partly organized by the 
University of Exeter. 

64%

18%

9%

9%

Human Signs WAPNP- March

Footprint

Brushing

Fire

Gunshell

Hunter captured by the camera traps.

In addition, biodiversity 
monitoring continued throughout 
the month through recce walks 
and camera trapping. On top of 
the many animal signs, this 
month the rangers recorded a 
higher number of human signs (in 
comparison with previous 
months) showing that the patrol 
work never ceases to be done.

Wild chimpanzee monitoring in the WAPNP.



TACUGAMA KIDS ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION PROGRAM (T-KEEP) URBAN
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All twelve TKEEP schools within 

the WAPNP were visited to 

deliver the following lessons:

• Living in a healthy 

community 

• Habitat restoration

More than a Chimpanzee Sanctuary…

Marie Conteh our new outreach intern was 

given the opportunity to work alongside the 

education coordinator to gain knowledge 

on the implementation of TKEEP.

HENMAT International School 

situated in the East end of 

Freetown took a field trip to 

Tacugama. 43 junior and senior 

pupils along with 3 teachers had a 

tour of the sanctuary plus a 

presentation on camera trapping 

and Tacugama’s activities. For a 

good number of the kids it was 

the first time visiting the 

sanctuary and seeing real 

chimpanzees. The excited pupils 

were happy to learn about the 

similarities chimps share with 

humans and how they interact 

with other chimps and care for 

their young.

The team continues to deliver valuable 
environmental lessons to school children

Henmat International came to visit 
the sanctuary



ROOTS & SHOOTS
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This month, the FC Lion Pride 

members became official 

members of roots & shoots 

Sierra Leone by signing an MoU 

with Tacugama, where they 

promise to take seriously their 

role as ambassadors of the 

environment and promised to 

advocate for its conservation. 

They participated in several 

activities in order to encourage 

them to live a more 

environmental friendly life, and 

to start helping to spread this 

knowledge within their 

communities and friends using 

football as the tool to reach the 

other people.

More than a Chimpanzee Sanctuary…

One of this month’s activities was to engage the footballers with the rangers of the WAPNP. The 

rangers explained their role in protecting National Parks and their importance in maintaining 

the biodiversity of the county, as well as mentioning the main threats they face while doing 

their patrols: encroachment, poaching, illegal logging and extraction of forest goods.

The Lion Pride FC signed an MoU 
with Tacugama this month

A SPECIAL THANK YOU

Thanks to Jenna Le Bras and Renato Granieri for supporting the Outreach efforts during the 

month of March and accompanying the team to Sorbengi for the Women’s Oyster Project!

Jenna Le Bras Renato Granieri
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MAINTENANCE

The new baby 
enclosure is 
finished and the 
young orphan 
chimps have 
been enjoying 
it, they are 
climbing and 
running 
through the 
forest. Now the 
babies have 300 
sqm to enjoy 
and grow. 
Thank you to 
everyone for 
your help! 

More than a Chimpanzee Sanctuary…
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INTEGRATIONS

1. Jackson (Male, 5 yo) has presented a favorable response and continues to recover well without 
neurological signs. During March, he was integrated with the other 13 infants (Matilda Female, 
5.5 yo, Lizzy Female 4.5 yo, Bousy Male,4.5 yo, Joko III Male, 4.5 yo, Rocco Male 4yo, Monroe 
Male 4 yo, Anna Female 3 yo, Flavour Male3 yo, Miatta Female 4yo, Ramba Female 3 yo, Osman 
Male, 3 yo, Ceasar Male, 3 yo, Fifo Female 3 yo), now is enjoying the new baby’s enclosure.

More than a Chimpanzee Sanctuary…

2. After spending some weeks apart, the vet team
integrated TJ Chota (Male, 19 yo) and his right hand
chimp Abu (Male, 14 yo) - since their re-integration they
haven’t fought again. They are enjoying their enclosure
and their group.

Technical Note 
Dominance hierarchies play a central role in the structure of many mammal populations. As 
such, alpha males are often responsible for protecting the group against potential threats.

In stable chimpanzee groups, there is one individual who dominates all the other group 
members, a second who dominates all but the top individual, and so on, down to the last 
individual who dominates no one. Usually, after a fight between chimpanzees, the most 

subordinate individual engages in more pronounced fear responses. In the case of TJ Chota
and Abu, it was  Abu who engaged in more fear responses. In contrast, the females followed 

and supported TJ Chota – thus demonstrating he is the clear alpha male of the group. 

3. Brown (Male, 3.5 years old) finished his quarantine
period in good health, with no abnormalities, gained
weight and integrated with Solo Jr. (Male, 3 years old)
and Jean (Female, 5 years old) in the nursery group. He is
now developing his social behavior and the next step is to
introduce him with the other infants to enjoy the forest in
the new enclosure.

Solo Jr and Brown during 
their integration
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MEDICAL PROCEDURES

Leo (Male, 3 yo) continued coughing (dry cough) so the vet team performed his second health. 
Firstly the team carried out a chest x-ray, which revealed a cavitation in his upper left lung and 
consolidation in his lower left lung. To assess whether this was due to Tuberculosis (TB), a 
tracheal lavage sample was sent for GeneXpert diagnosis and it came back reactive to TB. 

Two weeks after being on an anti-TB treatment, Leo is doing well - he is a strong chimp who is 
gaining weight by eating fruits and enjoying his daily enrichment. Unfortunately, the anti-TB 
treatment is very long and during that time young Leo must be isolated from the other nursery 
chimpanzees. Nevertheless, thanks to Mama P and Esther's love and daily care, he will be fine.

More than a Chimpanzee Sanctuary…

Technical Note
Tuberculosis (TB) is a disease caused by organisms of the Mycobacterium tuberculosis complex 
(M. tuberculosis, M. bovis, M. africanun and M. micrott), whereby the lung is the route of entry. 

The contagion usually occurs from a human or animal with pulmonary, bronchial or laryngeal 
tuberculosis, who when talking, laughing, singing, coughing or sneezing expels small particles of 
respiratory secretions containing bacilli into the air - these germs can stay in the air for several 

hours (depending on the environment) and be transferred to another body.

GeneXpert is a One Molecule automated technology-based assay that has a high diagnostic 
accuracy – Therefore, it is recommended as a first-line diagnostic test.

Leo under anaesthesia (left) and his  Chest x -ray from an anteroposterior supine view (right).

Longlife (female, 3.5 yo), Sophie (Female, 4.5yo) Tubabuu (Female,3yo) and Burn (Male, 3 yo) 
were also in quarantine due to their fungal skin infection. During March, they presented a 
favorable response to the skin treatment with new hair growth. 

To ensure that they were in good health and following the biosafety protocol for tuberculosis 
(due to their proximity to Leo), the vet team decided to perform the tracheal lavage and send it to 
GeneXpert for diagnosis. The results came back non- reactive to Tuberculosis, so all four young 
chimps were transferred back to the nursery.
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MEDICAL PROCEDURES

Monko, a juvenile female chimp from A group, developed an abnormal growth on the right region 
of the perianal area. The veterinary team performed a health check and found a 
10 cm x 12 cm mass with a soft consistency, encapsulated in an abscess. The drainage of the 
abscess was performed and a cytology was conducted. The final diagnosis was Lipoma. Monko
was taking analgesics and antibiotics. Despite this issue she continued to walk without problems.

More than a Chimpanzee Sanctuary…

Technical Note
Lipomas are common benign subcutaneous tumors 

composed of fat cells (adipocytes) that are often 
encapsulated by a thin layer of fibrous tissue. 
Depending on the location of the lipoma, the 

growth is given different names, in this case they 
are referred to as lumbosacral spinal lipomas.

The abscess can develop and grow again over the 
years so we will keep Monko under observation.

Two other females from group A surprised everyone when they exhibited different behavioral 
and physical changes in their body. Urine pregnancy tests performed came back as positive. The 
veterinary team then decided to perform confirmation pregnancy health checks through blood 
samples and ultrasounds. These confirmatory tests were also positive. The two females are 
presently in good health with normal laboratory values. 

Two new babies are coming!!

Monko’s abnormal growth

Ultrasounds: Mus (left) and Molly (right)

Sometimes implants fail! The failure rate of the Etonogestrel implant in humans is 0.05%; The
most common reason for unwanted pregnancy using contraceptive implants, as reported by
researchers, is implant insertion failure, incorrect timing of implant insertion leading to
hormonal imbalance, bad storage, using expired implants, the expulsion or removal of the
implant, or interaction with liver enzymes. In this case the implants were placed last year in
the health check, unfortunately we did not find them, so we suspected the females removed it.
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INTRASPECIFIC AGGRESSION
During a feeding time Bousy (Male, 4 yo) bit Pizarro (Male, 
3yo). After the bite, Pizarro looked sad with a loss of 
appetite. He presented a superficial lesion in his lower left 
leg, so he began a short treatment of painkillers and 
antibiotics. 

The team also decided to put him under anesthesia to take 
blood samples, check his health status and conduct an 
abdominal ultrasound.

All revealed no abnormalities.

More than a Chimpanzee Sanctuary…

Pizarro post-bite

Perry (Male, 10 yo) from A Group 
decreased his physical activity and 
stopped consuming food. The vet 
team put him under anesthesia and 
found an infection in his oral cavity 
with bacterial tonsillitis, presence 
of vesicles on the tongue, lips and 
gums.

He received treatment with pain 
killers, antibiotics, ORS, cold foods 
and juices, as well as constant 
monitoring. Now he is back to 
being active, consuming food 
without any problems.

MEDICAL PROCEDURES

Perry’s tonsilitis

APPEAL:
SALVA needs a high security 

enclosure to enjoy the outdoors 
and the forest.

Can you help us by donating 
money or materials for the 

construction??!
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Puzzle feeders are also a great form of enrichment as when 
food is finally obtained it is a lot more rewarding. Not only 
that, the puzzle is both mentally and physically challenging, 
thus increase foraging time and tool use, whilst 
simultaneously reducing time spent inactive. 

More than a Chimpanzee Sanctuary…

Longlife enjoying enrichment

During March, group integrations were conducted alongside 
the provision of different enrichment elements (exploratory / 
manipulative, physical and nutritional enrichment devices) to 
improve mental state, stimulate greater physical activity and 
develop appropriate social behavior. In this way, we were able 
to reduce the stress levels that is often generated by the 
presence of new members in the group.

ENRICHMENT

Burn was integrated with Longlife this 
month – enrichment aided the 

integration process.

Different containers such as cardboard boxes, carton 
toilet rolls and plastic bottles serve as food stashes for 
different groups. Finding food distributed in containers is 
a simple task, but to increase its difficulty said containers 
were placed on the roof of the enclosures so the chimps 
either have to reach through to retrieve the goods or find 
away to rip it through the barrier.

Julius, Pizarro and Nelio were 
entertained with puzzle feeders to 
help ameliorate their quarantine 

period (due to fungal skin infection).

Simple enrichment items can be 
placed in more tricky locations to 

increase their difficulty and 
engagement time.
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More than a Chimpanzee Sanctuary…

The vet department organized weekly training sessions with the care-staff to discuss diverse 
topics and reinforce their knowledge and strengthen their skills and abilities when caring for 
the resident chimpanzees. 

CAPACITY BUILDING

DART TRAINING:
Every month, the care staff receives 
dart training because it is vital to 
use darts in case of an escape or 
emergency.  The senior staff shared 
their knowledge with the other less 
experienced darters. In addition, 
the vets developed a training in the 
preparation and maintenance of 
darts, as well as their launch with a 
blowpipe.

BODY CONDITION SCORE:
Obesity is a problem in captive chimpanzees as 
it can lead to an increased risk of disease. 
Therefore, a training was carried out for the 
care staff, where we explained the body 
condition score and the importance of 
understanding the body’s energy reserves. After 
the session, the staff understood they need to 
regularly observe the chimps to assess their fat 
reserves and muscle condition. The vet 
department is keeping a weekly record of each 
individual’s body condition score so they are 
constantly being monitored.

SEXUAL SWELLING:
The subdermal hormonal implant is 
used as a contraceptive method in 
female chimpanzees. The training in 
evaluating the 3 levels used to 
determine the stage of sexual swelling 
regarding female fertility was taught to 
the care staff.  Now they are also 
contributing towards the daily log of 
the female chimpanzees’ sexual 
swelling. 

Body condition score monitoring

Dart training

Presentation on female sexual swelling
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DONATIONS

More than a Chimpanzee Sanctuary…

The Vet Department had the 
opportunity to work with Suzan Van 
Leeuwen a vet intern from Utrecht 
university, in the Netherlands, who is 
finishing her veterinary degree but 
has had experience with wildlife in 
South Africa, clinical and anesthetic 
management of different species. 

VOLUNTEERS

A good friend of Tacugama’s donated a new VET- SCOUT SYSTEM ECG to monitor the 
chimpanzees’ heart activity electrically. We are very grateful for their unconditional support! 

Heart activity monitor Face masks

Our phone line sponsor – Qcell – also continues to help us protect ourselves from the 
pandemic providing masks for all staff. Thank you!!!

VETERINARY INTERNSHIP

Vet intern Suzan van Leeuwen (Left) with resident vet Alejandra 
Romero (Centre) and Assistant Vet – Isliana Carrasquilla (Right)

She arrived with a lot of energy and 
desire to learn about chimpanzee 
medicine. She participated in different 
medical procedures and attended 
lectures about vital signs, general 
medical procedures and enrichment. 

Tacugama offers a variety of volunteer and internship opportunities. The most popular include:

VETERINARY: Learn about chimpanzee medicine, from daily care to surgical procedures;

OUTREACH: Get involved in ranger patrols, community work & school visits, and contribute 
towards the protection of wild chimpanzees and their habitats;

ECO-TOURISM: Gain a deeper understanding of Tacugama’s sustainable and environmental-
friendly tourism program and assist in event planning and operations management at camp.

GENERAL: Try out a bit of everything, then decide where you would like to dedicate most of 
your time!

If you are interested in coming to lend us a hand, go to: 

https://www.tacugama.com/volunteer/ for more information!

https://www.tacugama.com/volunteer/


CHIMPANZEES NUTRITION SUMMARY
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Body Condition Score

Malnourished 1/5

Underweight 2/5

Ideal 3/5

Overweight 4/5

Obese 5    

Summary of the amount of food given to the 99 resident chimpanzees during March

Breakdown of the body condition 
scores of the 99 chimpanzees

The score, out of 5, for each type of body condition

The chimpanzees with a non-ideal body score, i.e.
Underweight (BCS = 2/5) and Overweight (BCS = 4/5)

TCS BODY CONDITION 

(n=99)

Malnourished 0

Underweight 1

Ideal 93

Overweight 5

Obese 0

Underweight
NAME SEX GROUP

Pizarro M Nursery

Overweight

Jerry F B

Gaby F New C

Jean F Nursery

Salva M Gorilla

Nyanda F Old C

More than a Chimpanzee Sanctuary…
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TCS NUTRITION SUMMARY 
CHART

MARCH 2021



During March, we received 256 visitors, most of whom were Sierra Leonean, for the sanctuary 
tour. We were also very happy to welcome the new US Ambassador in Sierra Leone, Mr. David 
Reimer. After his visit he said that “Salone’s forest and wildlife are a national treasure” and added 
that “Tacugama’s work to rehabilitate chimpanzees, preserve the natural environment and 
educate the community is remarkable!’”.
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A Big THANK YOU to Atlantic Lumley Hotel for 
hosting the King Bruno Book New Edition 

Gala Night and to the Mayor of Freetown, her 
Hon Yvonne Aki-Sawyerr , one of TIME’s 100 

Most Influential People in The World for gladly 
excepting our invitation to read one of the 

book’s chapters.

This Gala was held to promote of our very own 
King Bruno book, superbly written by author 

Paul Glynn. All profits raised will help to 
sustain the Tacugama Kids Environmental 

Education Program. 

ECO-TOURISM

More than a Chimpanzee Sanctuary…

Thank you Mr. David Reimer and wife Mrs. Simonetta 
Romagnolo, as well as the other officials who were in 

accompaniment, for taking the time to come up and visit!
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ECO-TOURISM
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The King Bruno book tells the powerful story of 
chimpanzee Bruno - from his rescue as a young 
infant and his unique relationship with rescuer 
Mr. Bala Amarasekaran, to his great escape 
leading 31 chimpanzees into the forest back in 
April 2006. Until now, Bruno has never been 
found and has since become a local legend. Such 
is the uniqueness of his story we feel it is 
important to share it far and wide, particularly in 
the country where he lived his eventful life.

By promoting the sale of the King Bruno book we 
will not only further advertise the Chimpanzee 
as the National Animal of Sierra Leone, but also 
promote Tacugama Kids Environmental 
Education Program (T-KEEP), because for each 
book sold we are able to produce two 
workbooks that we can give free of charge to 
school children in rural areas

Unfortunately, T-KEEP is struggling to 
continue funding the lessons and 

materials to all of the children signed up 
to this essential program. As such, being 

able to keep the project alive through 
the sale of our King Bruno book is 

immeasurably important!

More than a Chimpanzee Sanctuary…

During March we also hosted families from the American Embassy for a FAMILY DAY full of 
activities for children and adults of all ages. Thank you Kate Kigudde for making this day happen!

In addition, on the 27th and 28th of March, Tacugama celebrated its 2nd Yoga fest with Salone’s 
finest teachers with 19 participants! Thank you Julia, Mariama, Al-Haji and Madhu for facilitating 
the sessions. 

Family Day Flyer Yoga Fest Flyer
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FUNDRAISING & SUPPORT

We are continuously grateful for your support!

Become a 
Chimpanzee Guardian 

to one of 12 ambassador 
chimpanzees through our 

website at 
www.tacugama.com.

*Books are available to purchase from the shop at Tacugama, Atlantic Lumley Hotel (Freetown), 
Lungi Airport (Sierra Leone), or online from Ebay or Amazon.

From chimpanzees to outreach, your support continues to be invaluable!

How can you continue to support our work?

Purchase the new 
edition of Tacugama’s

“King Bruno” book 
written by Paul Glynn.
For each book purchased, you 

are directly supporting our 
Environmental Education 

Program.

Make a donation of
any kind

every  little helps! – to our 
Paypal Account, also 

reachable through our 
website 

www.tacugama.com. 

More than a Chimpanzee Sanctuary…

After 26 years, Pa Willie (left) and 
founder Mr. Bala Amarasekaran (right) 
are still sticking together, frequently 
sharing happy moments with one 

another, despite the challenges that 
can arise!

In light of such clear dedication 
throughout the years, we ask you to 

keep supporting both the chimpanzees 
and the people, as well as the 

everlasting bonds that we have been 
ever so fortunate to create!

http://www.tacugama.com/
http://www.tacugama.com/


www.tacugama.com


