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Ecotourism & Volunteer Coordinator  
 

The Sanctuary:  
Tacugama Chimpanzee Sanctuary (TCS) was founded in 1995 by Mr. Bala Amarasekaran together 
with the Government of Sierra Leone (GoSL), whom allotted 40 hectares of land to be used inside 
the recently upgraded Western Area Peninsula National Park (WAPNP). As of 2018, the sanctuary 
cares for 79 chimpanzees and unfortunately, each year more orphan chimpanzees continue to 
arrive at Tacugama.  
 
Everything we do starts with the chimps and transitions into wildlife conservation, research, 
environmental protection, advocacy, law enforcement, community preservation, education and 
ecotourism development initiatives. We also actively raise local and international awareness to 
promote change and address dire issues before it’s too late. As a result, Tacugama has emerged as 
a globally recognized conservation model. 
 
TCS is located 25 minutes from Freetown, the capital of Sierra Leone, in West Africa. 
 

Some of our priority projects that you will be coordinating: 
 

Jaibui Conservation and Ecotourism Program: We are currently collaborating with at least 7 

communities in the Lower Kambama area to design and offer a unique eco-tourism venture on the 
Island of Jaibui in the Pujehun District. The area in itself is rich in biodiversity and home to the 
western chimpanzee and the elusive pygmy hippo. The project has been underway since October of 
last year and includes components of Community Engagement, Baseline Studies, Livelihood Support 
and of course Ecotourism Development. We have already built a research/housing facility, signed 
an MOU with the local communities and delivered livelihood support. We are ready to start 
implementing the next phase of our project - which includes setting up eco-lodges, capacity-
building, hosting activities and providing energy requirements. 
 

Developing Ecotourism at the Sanctuary: As TripAdvisor’s #1 ranked destination in Sierra 

Leone, proceeds from the ecolodges are used to support TCS’ operational costs, conservation 
efforts, community outreach and education programs. We also organize different events, such as 
Yoga Retreats (twice monthly), Birds & Butterflies tours (now available Monday to Saturday), Story 
Night, Special Dinners and Live Music Performances. Opportunities for growth and development are 
endless, and you can play a central part in taking our Ecotourism venture to the next level.  
 

Growing TCS Volunteer Program: Time is running out for endangered species and wildlife in 

general. We need all the support we can get! An integrated approach to wildlife, land management 
and sustainable development is the most important area where Tacugama can contribute to secure 
the future of chimpanzees and wildlife in Sierra Leone. Our success is built upon the dedication and 
commitment of individuals keen on making a difference. With your help, we can certainly 
encourage more individuals to lend their time to TCS and in the process institute change.  
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Volunteer Coordinator –  Main Responsibilities: 
 research and develop volunteer policies, activities and procedures 
 ensure there is appropriate support and training for volunteers 
 promote volunteering through recruitment, publicity strategies and campaigns 
 help interview volunteers and ensure they are suitably matched for tasks at TCS 
 monitor, support, motivate and help enhance volunteer experience 
 offer advice and information to volunteers and external organisations through face-to-face, 

telephone and email contact 
 assess the need for volunteers to enhance program/service delivery 
 conduct ongoing evaluation of the programs and services delivered by volunteers 
 organise profile-raising events and campaign to attract new volunteers 
 work with multiple agencies across different sectors in order to establish good working 

relationships to influence decisions about volunteering 
 maintain databases and undertake any other administrative duties. 

 

Ecotourism Coordinator – Main Responsibilities: 
 Work closely with local government officials, international ecotourism operators and 

community stakeholders to implement TCS ecotourism development strategy  
 Support market research to identify new ecotourism opportunities and expand TCS offering 
 Develop and maintain effective contacts with a wide range of external organizations and 

individuals who can assist in conservation and ecotourism related activities  
 Coordinate lodge bookings and help promote TCS ecotourism products and services 
 Research and assist in writing grants to support goals and objectives. 
 Assist in the planning and promotion of ecotourism activities (i.e. yoga retreats, meditation 

sessions, bird watching tours, etc…)  
 

Skills: 
 excellent communication skills 
 strong interpersonal skills and the ability to deal with a diverse range of people 
 experience of managing or coordinating projects and volunteers (paid or unpaid) 
 an empathy with volunteers and an understanding of their needs 
 the capacity to inspire and motivate others 
 familiar with ecotourism promotion, networking and marketing including developing 

Information and communication materials. 
 the ability to deal with information in a confidential manner and respond with sensitivity 
 good organisational skills and the ability to manage a variety of tasks 
 administrative and IT skills, and an ability to produce clear written and oral reports 
 experience of working across different sectors and developing links with other agencies 
 a flexible and non-judgemental approach to people and work. 
 strong English language and computer skills  
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Qualifications 
 
Education: 
Graduation from an accredited college or university with a Bachelor's Degree in Communications, 
Marketing, Environmental Education, Natural Sciences, Ecotourism or related field. 

 
Experience: 
A minimum of two (2) years of experience developing and conducting environmental education 
and/or ecotourism programs; Experience with promotion and marketing; Experience supervising 
volunteers or staff, and experience building community partnerships and networks. 
 

Support provided for this position (travel, meals, lodging): 
You will be provided with an annual return economy plane ticket to Sierra Leone and on-site 
accommodation. A daily meal (local food) is prepared for all staff. A monthly stipend of $700 is 
provided. 
 

Start Date: 
As soon as possible  
 

Application Deadline: 
Until filled 
 

Comments: 
Please send your CV, a cover letter and two professional references as soon as possible by email to 
info@tacugama.com and ensure that your email subject is "Volunteer & Ecotourism Coordinator 
Application". Moreover, kindly indicate where or how you came across the job advert.   
 
 


